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PREFACE 


The Author of the Book Richard de Bury 
(1181-1345)1 <0 called from being bom near Bury 
St Edmunds was the son of Sir Richard Aungerville 
He studied at Oxford > and was subsequently chosen 
to be tutor to Prince Edward of Win-Lor, afterwards 
Edward HI His io>al^ to the cause of Queen 
Isabella and the Prince involred him m danger On 
the accession of iis popiJ he was made successireJy 
Cofferer, Treasurer of the Wardrobe, Archdeacon of 
Northampton, Prebendary of Lincoln, Sarum, and 
Lichfield, Keeper of the Pnry Purse, Ambassador on 
two occasions to Pope John XXIf, who appointed 
him a chap lain of the papal chapel, Dean of Wells, 
and ultimately, at the end of the year 1333, Bishop of 
Durham, the King and Queen, the King of Scots, and 
all the magnates north of the Trent, together with a 
mnltitude of nobles and many others, were present at 
his enthronizauon It is noteworthy that dnnng his 
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na7 »l Avignon, jrobaWy in *iJO, tie Jn»d« tlie 
scrjoaintjncc of PtHsith, who hii left os * brief 
account of their sotercouise In IJJ* Richard 
Tiiited Cambridge, as one rf the King’s commusionen, 
to itiijuire into the stale of the King's SchoUt* there, 
and I'erhapi then became a member of the Gild of St. 
Mary—one of the Iveo giUs which (bunded Corpus 
Chrisli College, 

In tjt^ he became High Chancellor of England, 
and Tiei'uTei in 15^6, aesignmg the fotmti o®ce tn 
i)}5,io that he might help the King in deal’XE 
ilTairi abroad and in bcotbnd, and took a most dis¬ 
tinguished part in diplomatie oegociatiens belweett 
England and France. In i}]9 he was again in hii 
bishopric. Thereafcer his name ocenn often among 
those appointed to tseac of peace mth Philip of 
France, and seith Bnicc of Scotland. It appears that 
he was not in Pafliameist in tj44.. Wast^ by long 
aickness— l•J!rmieau Jfmtaf —on the l^lh of 
April, IJ45, Richard de Bnrp died at Auckland, and 
was buried in Durham Caahi^nl,. 

Diainus RuarJu it Strj nigrtnni ei Dom'mum. 

The Bishop as Boohlover. According to 
the concluding note, the PtiUii&Ti waa completed on 
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tlie bishop’s fifty eighth binhdxy, the i+th of January, 
134;, so that even though weakened by illness, 
RjcJurd must have been acnrely en^iged in his 
literary efforts (o the very end of his generous and 
noble life His enlhosia>tic devoted biographer 
Chamhre • giro « vivid account of the bishop’s book- 
loving propensities, supplementary to what can be 
gathered from the PfiASiiJsn itself “ Iste samme 4fUe- 
taiaw HI ma^xlitAnt Rinram, he had more books, 
as was commonl/ reported, than all the other English 
bishops put together He hid a sepirate library in 
each ofius residences, and wherever he was residing, 
M many books lay abont his bed chamber, chat it was 
hardly possible to sund or move viithoBt treading 
upon them All the nme he could spare from buti 
ness was devoted either to religions offices or to his 
boob Every day while at table he would have a 
book read to him, onlew some special guest were 
present, and afterwards would engage 10 discussion oa 
the subject of the reading The haughty Anthony 
Bee delighted in the appendages of royalty—to be 
adJreis"d ty nob’o hording, «nJ to be waited on in 
his presence chamber and at bistable by Knights bare 

•Cf Saner*’ Sooet/’e ednraa d $cri^»rr< 7m, (Im Whie. 
ton, IngluS^ra. 
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liriJeJ anJ tJjnJirR , tml Be Rurj" Imei! tp lutmunJ 
hunvilf wuti Icit've'i KboUn Among ihne wetcjuih 
men <> Tliomj) Rradvrirdme, »Aen»irdi Ar«hb*i)iOp 
of Cjnlerliun, inil author of «he [if Drii 

Richard finralfh, ifierwardi Afch'tthop of Atmj|hr 
and Erniost for hi> hoitili'r teethe tnenJicacit or.lm s 
Waiter Burley, «cho deJiraied to him^ trantlilion of 
the PiKmi if Anintlf, made ai hii «ujse«iion i jobn 
Miuioit, the ailronomer ; Kolcrt HoUot. author of 
many booki , KithatJ de KiUington i Richard Ben- 
Morthi aftervranii Bohop of Londoit i and Waiter 
Scagrave, who beeam* Dean of Cbicheatcr.” • 

Th« Bishop's BooVs. In the PiikMllm, 
Richard de Bury franB) and ckariy deKtihet hb 
meaiu and method of colIeLling l<ools Anyhow h» 
object wat clearly not aelfiab The tnatitc rontaina 
hit niiei (or the library of the neve College at Oxford 
—Durham College (where Trtnity College now 



tho part ef Oumbre to rtwoO m (It* hwV. 
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itindi)—wfiich he pncticalf^ founded though his 
sui.cessor, Uishop Hatfield, earned the scheme into 
eficce It ti traditionally repotted that Richard’s 
booiis were sent, in his Uletinie or after Kis death, to 
(he house of the IXirham Renediames at Oxford, and 
there remained until the dissolotton of the College by 
Henry \ til ,^\hen they were dspened, some going 
into Duke Humphrey» (the Uoirerstty) library, 
others to Ball ol College, and the remainder passing 
into the hands of Dr Geoige O ven, who pareJuted 
the Site of the dtssoUed College.* 

Un'brwniwly, the “tpeaal otalOomc ' of hs 
boom prepared by Richard has not come do vn to ds , 
bur “from his own hook and from the books cited in 
(he wotb of hu friends and housemates, who may 
reasonably be supposed to hare drawn largely tom 


* htr J W Qack fut* Ih* nslter *i ftUewi,—■* 
ham Califfe, ma rrta ifot tf ckc ttoW cciatt of Durfitm 
nrfl cd « ih kooks from she tnodin kouto, I its of wh ch 
keen pressrred, and sakw^catfr • tiknry srsi kutt (tiej 
eoaiun the <ol.e<S onke^neMhed In >34, kf Richsrd de B 
(Tie Cere .f Bn.fs ^ >41) Mr Thoms, po «, out t4, 
Barr’s tssa.->OTs sold ot lessl ootoe portioo of h , boti, j 
tnoreotei^h'i k etrsfW ssjrs oMhiiSf of a librsry jt Oi 
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the biihup't rolleenon, it nould be po iib'-e to mtore 
* hypoihcticji but not troprobaMeB/^^cMere RktrJiA 
Bury. The difieulry would be with that conttm* 
pofiry literature, which the> would think below the 
dignity of qooinicfn, but wl.tth we know the BUKop 
collected." 

Early Editions of the Philobtblon. The 
bookwai fini primed at Cologne in 147^,11 Spire is 
■ 4S3,and at Pant is •{oo Thefint Engliih edition 
appeared in 1598-9, edited bp Thomat Jatnei, BoJ* 
lep’t fint librarian. Other cd>ti<nr appeared in Get* 
many In 1610, 1614, 1^74 and 170} t at Pam in 
18561 at Albany in 1861. llie teets were, with 
the exception of those muedin 1485 and 1599, based 
on the I47] edition! though (he French edition and 
translation of 1856, prepared bpM. Cochens, claimed 
to be 1 critical venion, it left the text untouched, 
and merely gate the Tarions readings of the three 
Pans maouacripuat the {botoT the pages , these read¬ 
ings are moreover badly chosen, and the faults of the 
vetrion are further to be relened to the use of the ill- 
printed 17OJ edition as copy. 

In l8ja there appeared an anonymous English 
translation, now known to have been by J B.lnglis; 
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it followed the edition of 14.7), Mtth all its errors 
and miccuraciea 

Mr E C Thomas’ Text — The first true 
text of the P/’ihiiiki, the result of a carcfiil cxarai 
nation of tiveaty eight MSS, and of the various 
printed editions, appeared m the year iSSS — 

“ The Phlaiiihi of Richard de Bury, Bishop of 
Durham, Treasurer and Chancellor of Edward III, 
edited and translated by Ernest C Thomas, Barriiter 
at law, late Scholar of Trtoiiy College, Oxford, and 
Libranan of the Oxford Uotoo London Kegtn 
Paul, Trench, 4 c Co " 

For fifteen years the ench<Kia>iic editor—an ideal 
Bibliophile —had toiled at his labour of love, and his 
work was on all sides received with the lecognitton 
due to his monumeniaf achietement Tbthegreatf 
loss of English learning, he did not long surtive the 
conclusion of his labours. The very limited edition 
of the work was soon exhausted, and it is by the 
mosc generous permission of hts father, Air John 
Thomas, of Lower Broughton, Manchester, that the 
translation—theonly trustworthy rendering of Richard 
de Busy's precious treatise—is now, for the first time, 
made accessible to the taigcr booHonag public, and 
fittingly inaugurates the present senes of English 
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lUwirt The general Editor desirea to express hu 
hot [hanb to Mr John Tliomtt, as also to Messrs. 
Kegin Paul, for their kindness in allowing him to 
avaj hiniseir of the materiab included in the |8S8 
edition of the work. He has attempted, in the brief 
Preface and Notes, to condense Mr. Thomas' labours 
in such a way as would base been acceptable to the 
lamented scholar, and though he hat made bold to 
explain some few difficulties, and to add some 

few references, he wouM Om hope that these addi' 
tiom have been made with modest caution—with 
the reverence due to the mutinied roil of a Biblio¬ 
phile after Richard de Buiy's own pattern. Yet once 
again Richard ds Hury's PiibUMn, edited and irana- 
bted into English by E. C Thomas, it presented to 
new generations of book-lovcrs — 

"LiBnoauM Diucroaiius.” 
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NEWLY TRANSLATED 
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PROLOGUE 

T J all the Ciithrjl of Chrut to whom the 
tMor of iheie prnentj may come, Rjthird 
de Buf), by the divme mercy Bishop of Derham, 
tvisheth everlisting t-dration m the Lord and 
to present concinuall) a pious -uemorial of him 
self before God, aliLe in hta bfetime and after hn 
death 

What shall I render unto the Lord for all His 
benefits towards me ? asks the most devout Psalmist, 
an invincible King and first among the prophets , in 
which most grateful qaesnon he approves himself a 
willing thank-ofFcrer, a multifinous debtor, and one 
who wishes for a hoiscr counsellor than himself 
agreeing mth Anstot!e,the chief of philosophc-s, who 
show, (in the JrJ and 6lh bocdis of his Ethics) that 
all a*~t ion depends epon emnud^ 
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AnJ indeed if w tvoaderfal x pruphet, having t 
fore-tno«ledge of dtnne secrcu, tviihed »o anrioudp 
to consider ho* he might gncefiiU}' repay the ble»j- 
ingj graciously bestowed, what can we liily do, who 
ite hut rude thiubgnfen *adl most grttJf receiver^ 
laden with infinite dWine benefitaf Assuredly »e 
ooght with anxious deliberation and abundant con* 
iideraiion, having first invoked the Serenfold Spirir, 
that it may buns in our otuaings as an illuminating 
fire, fervently to prepare a way without hladcranee, 
that the bestower of all things nuy be cheerfully wor¬ 
shipped in reiuro for the gifts iliat He has bestowed, 
that our neighbour miy be relieved of his burden, and 
that tha guilt contracted ^ sinners every day may be 
redeemed by the aioneo.ant ofalm^iving. 

Forewamed thcrefere through the admonition of 
the Psalmist’s devotion ky Hint who alone prevents 
and perfects the goodvnQ of man, witliout Whom we 
have no power even to much as to think, and Whose 
gift we doubt not it is, if we have done anything 
good, we have diligently inquired and considered in 
out own heart as wed as with others, what among the 
good offices of various works of pieqrjvould mostiplease 
the Almighty, and would be more beneficial the 
Church Mihunt. And lo! ihcte toon occurred to 



PROLOGUE 


our contemplation a host of unhapp}*, nay, rather of 
elect echobrs, m «hoiD God the Creator and Nature 
Hi9 handmaid planted the roots of excellent morals 
and of famous sciences, but whom the porerty of 
their orcumsun^ea so oj^ressed that before the frown 
of adrene fortune the seeds of excellence, to fruitful 
in the cultivated held of yoaih, sot being ivitercd by 
the ram that they require, are forced to wuhtr away 
Thus It happens that ^‘bright virtue lurb buried in 
obscurity,' to use the words of Boethius and burning 
lights arc not put under a bushel, but for want of oil 
are utterly extinguished. Thus the Held, to full of 
Sower m Spring, has withered up before harvest time, 
thus wheat degenerates to tares, and nnes into the 
wild vines, and thus olive tun into the wild ohve , 
the tender stem^ rot away altogether, and those who 
might hare grown up into strong pillars of the 
Church, being endowed with the capacity of a subtle 
intellect, abandon the schools of learning With 
pover^ only as their stepmother, they are repeUed 
violently from the necured cup of philosophy as sqon 
as they have tasted of it and have become more fiercely 
thtnty by the very tKfr Though fit for the liberal 
arcs and disposed to ttndy the SAcxed writings alone, 
being deprived of the aid of their friends, by a kind 
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of ajwstay ihe/ rerom to the mechaniai arb aolel^ 
to gam a Inelihood, to the ion of the Church and 
the dcgrtdalion of the whole dctgy. Thib Mother 
Church conceiving son» is cofti|iened to miscarry, nay, 
same miishipen roonstti ii born ontwncSy {rota her 
Komh, and for lack of that httle with which Nature 
is contented, the loses cxcelleiit pupils, ivho might 
aftersvards become champions and athletes of the 
faith. Alas, hosv suddenly the woof is cot, svhile the 
hand of the weaver is beginning his work! Alas, 
how the sun is eclipsed in the brightness of the dawn, 
and the planet in its course is hurled barlwardi, and, 
while it bears the nature and likeness of a star aud> 
deftly drops and becomes a mcisor! What more 
piteous Sight can (he f^s man behold ? What can 
more sharply itir the bosveb of his pity > What can 
more easily mde a heart hard as an anyil i°to hot 
tears 1 On the other haod, let os recall from past 
ciperience how much « Has profiled the whole 
Christian commonweahh, not indeed to enenalc 
studenb with the delights of a Sardanapalus or the 
riches of a Croesus, bnt nthcr to support them in 
their poverty with the frugal mcaos that become the 
scholar. How many halve see seen with our eyes, 
how many have we read of in books, who, distinguished 
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bt no pnJe of birth, and rgoiang m no rich inherit 
ance, but supported only hj the piety of the good, 
have made their way to a posto l ic chitrt, have most 
svorthily presided over £uthfu] stit^ei.t>, have bent 
the neeb of the proud and lofty to the ecclesiastical 
)okc and have extended further the liberties of the 
Church ’ 

Accordingly, having lalen a tuney of human 
neceasit « in evcQ direaion, with a view to bettou 
our charity upon (hem, oar conpatsiouate melma 
tions have chosen to b'ar pious aid to this calamitous 
clast of men m nhom there is oererthe'est such 
hope of advantage to the Church, and to preside fo* 
them, not only in ru‘pect of things necessary to 
their support, but much more tn respect of 
the boob so useful to their studies To this end, 
most acceptable in the sight of God, our attention 
has long been uniaeanedly devoted This ecstatic 
love has carried us away so powerfully, that we have 
resigned all thoughts of other earthir things, and have 
giacn oursclacs op to a passion for acquiring books 
That our intent and purpose, therefore, may be known 
to posterity as well as to our con t emporaries, and chat 
vie my for ever stop the perver se tongues of 
as Sir as we arc concerned, we have pub’ s’-cd a little 
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treatise written in the lightest sg’le of the tnoJems | 
for it IS ridiculous to find a slight matter treated of 
in a pompous si^le. And thn treatise (divided into 
twenty chapters} will clear the love see hare had £>rboo!:i 
from the charge of excess, will eipoand the porpcoe 
of our intense des'otion, and ni'U narrate more clearly 
than light all the cucumstanres of our undertaking. 
And because it principally treats of the love of boob, 
we have chosen, after the iisbion of the andesit 
Rematis, fondly to name it by a Greeb word, Phl.b- 



CHAPTER 1 

THAT THE TREASURE OP WUDOM IS CHtBPLy 
COSTAINED IN BOOKS 

T he desirable treasure of wisdom and tcience, 
which all men d« re an inttmcc of naturCi 
inRatte!}' tutpatsa all (he ncha of the norld, 
ID rapcce of which precious siona are vvorthtai, 
m comparison with which silver is as ckj' aod 
pure gold IS as a little uod, at svhose splendoar 
the sao and moon are dark to kok upon, com 
pared with whose mancUoas saeetaess honey and 
manna are bitter to the taste O value of wisdom 
that Cadeth not ani/ with lun^ virtae ever dounsh 
iDg, that cleanseth its possessor &om all venom ' O 
heavenly gift of the divine bounty, descending from 
the Father of lights, that thou mayest exalt the 
rational «odI to the veiy heavens' Thoa art the 
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rclestijl Doari^hment of (Ke intellect, wliiili lliose 

tvlioeat thill itill hangcT and those k ho tlriok :hill 

sl\ll vhii«, and the (Vtddentng h«Wony o{ the bn- 
fnishing iQul which he thtl hem thall ceetf be eon- 
fonnded. Thou art the moderator and rule of morah, 
which he who fuHowa dial) not tin. By thee kingt 
reign and princes decree juttice. By thee, rid of 
their native rudenct, their minds and tongues being 
poliahed, the thorns of rice being tom up by (he 
roou, thoie men attain high piteS of honout, and 
become fathen of their country, and companions of 
priscess who without thee would hrve melted (heir 
spears into prunmg-hooks and ploughshares, or would 
perhaps be feeding sw me with the prodigal.^ 

Where dost thou chiefly he hidden, O mat elect 
treasure ! and where shall thirsting souls discover 
thee 1 

Certes, thou hast placed thy ubcmiiclc in bools, 
where the Most High, the Light of lights, the Book 
of Life, has established thee. There everyone who 
asb recetveth thee, and csreiyonc who seels flnds 
thee, and to cverjone that Lnockcih boldly it is 
speedily opened. Thcretii the cherubim sprc.id out 
their wings, that the iixteltect of the students may 
ascend look from pole to pole, from the east and 
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nest, from the north and ironx the louth Therein 
the might)* and mcomprehensibie God Himself is 
apprehensibly contained and wonhipped , therein is 
revealed the nature of things oelestlal, terrestrial, and 
infernal, therein are discerned the laws by which 
ereiy state is administered, the ofEces of the celestial 
hierarchy are distinguished, and the tyrannies of 
demons described, such at neither the ideas of Plato 
transcend, nor the chair ofCrato contained 

Jn books I find the dead as if they were alive , la 
books I foresee chmgt to come, in bc«b warlike” 
affairs are set forth , from boob tome forth the laws 
of peace All things are corropted and deay in 
lime , Saturn ceases not to devour the children that 
he generates, all the glory of the world would be 
buried in oblivion, aoless God had provided mortals 
with the remedy of boob 

Alexander, the eoBqnecot of the eicth, Julius, the 
invader of Rome and of the world, who, the first m 
war and arts, assunsed nnireisal empire under his 
single rule, fathful Fabnetos and stem Cato, would 
now have been unknown to £aae, if the aid of boob 
had been wanting Towers have been razed to the 
ground, cities have been overthrown, tnumphal 
arches have periJied fiom decay, nor can either pop*' 
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or king find any mcaoi of more easily conferring the 
pnvilege of perpetuiiy than by bookj. -The book 
that he has made renders its author this serrice in 
return, that so long as the book surrires its author 
remains immoral and cannot die, as Ptolemy deckires 
in the Prologue to his Almagest: He is not dead , 
he says, viho has gtren life to science. 

^Vho therefore wiM bmit by anything of another 
kind the price of the infinite treasure of books, from 
which the tCTibe svho is itstrucied brmgelh forth 
things new and old I Truth that ifisaiphi over all 
things, which overcomes the king, wine, aed women, 
which It IS reckoeed holy to honour before Iriendship, 
which is (he way without turning and the life with¬ 
out end, which holy Boethius considers to be three¬ 
fold In thought, speech, and uncing, seems to remain 
more usefully and to fructify to greater profit in 
books. For the meaniDg of the voice perishes with 
the sound ; truth latent in the mind it wisdom that 
is hid and treasure that is not seen; but truth which 
shines forth 1n books desires to manifest itself to every 
impressionable Sense, llcommenda itself to the tight 
when It is read, to the bearing when it is heard, and 
moreover in a manner to the touch, svhen it suffers 
itself to be tnmeribed, boand, conecled, and pre- 
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jerved. The undijcloied tiDthorthe mind,although 
It >] the possession of ike noble sonl, pet because it 
Licla a companion u not certamlp knosvn to be de^ 
lightfol, while neither sight nor hearing tales account 
of It Further the truth of the voice » patent only 
to the ear and eludes the a ght, which reveals to us 
more of the qualities of things, and linked with the 
subtlest of motions begins and perishes as it were in 
a breath But the written truth of boob, not tran 
sient but permanent plainly offers itself to be observed, 
and means of the pervious spherules of the eyes, 
passing through (he vest bule of perception and the 
courts of imagination, enten the cham^r of intellect, 
taking Its place in the couch of memory, where it 
engenders the eternal truth of the mmd 

Finally we must consider what pleasantness of 
teaching there u in booli% how easy, how secret' 
How saftly we Jry bare the porerty of human ignor 
anee to boob without fed ng any shame ' They are 
masters who instruct us without rod or ferule, svith 
out angiy words, wichoot clothes or money If yon 
come to them they arc not asleep 5 if you ast and 
inquire of them they do not withdraw themselves, 
they do not chide if you nuke mutalcs , they do not 
iaogh at you ifjou are ignonnt Oboob, who alone 
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ire UlictU ind free, who M lit who ssl of foa 
inJ enfranchise all who itnre you Jiuhrullj'! hy how 
man) thousand types ire ye commended to Jesmed 
men m the Scriptures ^ven os inspiration of God! 
For }e are the minds of pralbaiadcatwisdoDii to t'hich 
the wise nun sends bis son that be may dig out 
treasures . Prov. ii. Ye are the wells of bring waten, 
which father Abraham fint digged, luac digged again, 
ind v.Kich the PhiUstities store to fcU op ; Gcti. xwi. 
Ye are indeed the most delightful cars of com, full 
of grain, to be rubbed only by apostolic hands, that 
the sweetest food may be produeed for hungry souls: 
Mitt.xii. Ye are the golden pots in wbieh manna 
IS stored, and rocb Sowing with honey, nay, eombi of 
honey, most plenteous oddm of the milk of life, gar- 
nen ever full ; ye ace the tree of U(e and the fourfold 
river of Paradise, by which the human mind is 
nourished, and the thinly intellect is watered and 
refreshed. Ye are the ark of Noah and the bdder of 
Jacob, and the troughs by which the young of those 
who look therein are coloured ; ye are the scones 
of testimony and the pitchers holding the lamps of 
Gideon, the scrip of David, fiom which the smoothest 
scones are taken for the ibying pf Goliath. Ve are 
the golden vessels of the temple, the arms of the 
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toldien of the Church with which to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked, gvitfill olives, vines of 
Engadi, fig trees that are iiisver barren, burning lamps 
always to be held in readiness—and all the noblest 
cotnpansomof Scripture may be applied to books, if 
vrc choose to speak in figure 
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THS DSGRBE OP AFTICTtOM THAT I» PROPERtV 
DOB TO BOOKS 

S INCE th« degree ef affection a thing de- 
lervct dependi upon (he degree of iu valoC) 
and the prerioai chapter thorn that the value 
of boob it uiupeaVable, it it quite dear to 
the reader what it the probable condution frooi 
tlut. I tty probaWe, fiw in moral icience tve do 
not tnsitC apon demonstration, remembering that the 
educated man seeks soch degree of certainty as he 
perceives the subject-matter wiD bear, as Aristotle 
testifies in the first bool of his Ethics. For TuUy 
does not appeal to Eudid, nor does Eudid rely upon 
Tolly. TTiis at all evenu vre endeavoor to prove, 
whether by logic or rhetoric, that aU riches and all 
ddights whatsoever )idi place to books in the 
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spiritual mind, wherein the Spirit which is chanty 
ordereth durity Now in the fit»t place, because 
w sJom IS contained in boob more than all mortals 
understand, and wisdom ihinb lightly of riches, as 
the foregoing chapter declares Furthermore, Ans- 
totle, in h s Problems, determines the question, why 
the ancients proposed prizes to the stronger in gym 
nasuc and corporeal contests, but nerer awarded any 
pnze for wisdom Th s quesiion he solves as follows 
In gymnastic exercises the prize « better and more 
desirable than that for nh eh it is bestowed , but it 
IS certain that nothing is beiier than wisdom where 
lore no pnze could be etsigneJ For sviMlom And 
therefore neither riches nor delights are more excel 
lent than wisdom Again, only the fool will deny 
that friendship is to be preferred to riches, since the 
wisest of men testifies this . but the chief of phibso 
phers honoun truth before friend hip, and the truth 
fal Zorobabel prefers it to all things Riches, then, 
are less than truth Now truth is chiefiy maintimcd 
amd ^3SlTifl■cn^^^ m ibny jwmU-— ir^-, oVey avw Hiw'wr? 
truth Itself, since by books we do not now mean the 
materials of which they are made. IVherolbre nches 
are less than books, espccuOy as the most prcaons of 
all nches are friends, as Boethilu testihes in the 
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iccond boob of bis Ctastlatim s to whom the truth of 
books according to Anstotle is to be preferred. 
Moreover, since we know Uiat riches first and chiefip 
appertain to the support of the bod/ onl/, while the 
virtue of boobs is the perfection of reason, which is 
proper!) speabing the happnness of nun, it appears 
that boobs to the man who uses his reason are dearer 
than nchea Furthermore, that bf which the &i(h 
is mere easil/ defended, more widely ipread, more 
eleaily preached, ought to be more desirable to the 
faithful. But this is the truth written in boobs, 
which our Saviour plainly showed, when he was 
about to contend scoucly against the Tempter, girding 
himself with the shield of truth and indeed of written 
truth, declaring “ ii is wniteo *' of what be was about 

And, again, no one doubts that happiness is to be 
preferred to riches. But happiness consists in the 
operation of the noblest and dinner of the Dculiies 
that we possess—when she whole mind is occupied in 
contempLiting the troth of wisdom., which is the 
molt delectable of all onr rinuoos activities, as the 
prince of philosopheis dedarei tn the tenth boot of 
the Ethia, on which accoont It is that philosophy is 
held Co base wondrous pleasures in respect of pupiy 
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and solidit), as h* goea on to si) But the contem 
plat on of troth is never more perfect than in bools, 
where the act of imagination perpetoatej by booli 
does not suSer the operation of the intellect upon 
the troths that it has seen to suff*r mterroption 
Wherefore boola appear to be the most immediate 
instruments of ipcculitne delict, and therefore 
Aristotle, the sun ofphiloopKic truth, m considering 
the principles of cho ce, teaches that m itself to 
philosoehite is more desiral le than to be rich, 
alchongh m certain ca>es, as where for instance one 
is in need of necesuncs, it may be more desirable to 
be rich than (0 phiha ophite 

Moreorcr, since boob are the apteit teachers, uthe 
previous chapter assomcj, it 1$ fitung to bestow On 
them the honour and the air*ctian that we owe to 
our teachers In fin-, since all m»n naturally desire 
to know, and since hy means of boob wc can attain 
the knoivledge of the anacDts, which is to be desired 
beyond all riches, what man living according to 
nature would not feel the desire of boob i And 
although we know swine trample pearls under 
loot, the wise man will not therefore be deterredj 
Iroro githeriog the peaib that lie before him A 
Lbriry of wisdom, then, is more precious than all 
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neJth, »nd all (hings that are deainble cannot be 
compared to it. Whocaer therefore cbimj to be 
realoui of truth, of happineaj,of fvisdom or know* 
ledge, aj’e, eren of the (aicb, must need* become a 
Wer of boob. 



CHAPTER III 


WlAT WE ARE TO TMINK OF THE PRICE IS 
THE euvrho OP books 

F rom whic hu been said we draw this 
corollary neleome to us, but (s$ we believe) 
acceptable to lew nimelf, chit no dearness of 
price ought to hinder a man &om the buying of 
boots, if he has the money that is demanded fur 
them, unless it be to wiibsund the malice of the 
seller or to swiit a tstore favourable op^rtitnity 
of buying For if it is svisdom only that imli« 
the price of books, which is an mliRice treasure to 
mankind, and if the value of books u unspeakable, 
as the premises show, how shall the bargain be shoun 
to be dear where aa mfimte good is being bought 1 
Wherefore, that books are to be gladly bought and 
unwillingly sold, Solomon, the tun of men, exhorts 
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thit were left. At bit, astonied beyond measure, 
Tarquin was glad to pay for three booLs the same 
price for which he might haTc bought nine The 
old woman straightway disappeared, and was never 
seen before or after Thesewere theSibyllme books, 
which the Ramans consulted as a divine oracle by 
Some one of theQuindecemvirs.and this is believed to 
have been the origin of the Quimlecemvirate. What 
did this Sibyl teach the proud king by this bo'i deed, 
except that the vessels of wisdom, holy bools, exceed 
all hu nan es imacion, and, as Gregori says of the 
kingdom of Heaven They are worth all that thou 
hast I 



CHAPTER IV 

TKS C0M?LAIST OF BOOKS ACUKST THE CLIRCy 
ALRBAOy PilOMOTEO 

A GENERATION of »lpen doirojinj their 
own parent end btte ofEpnng of the ub-' 
patefal euchoo, who when he Ki» grown etrong rtay* 
hi* nurte, the girer of hi* tirtngih, are degenerate 
eJerli! with regard to boob Bung it again to mind 
and conildcr fnthfuDynhat pe teceire through book*, 
and ) e w lU find that booV* arc aa it were the tmtora 
of your distinction, without which other fivourcn 
would hare been wanting. 

In sooth, w'hilc still onttaineil and helpless ye 
crept up to US) ye spate ai children^ ye thought ai 
children, ye cried as chUdicfi and begged to be made 
partaken of our mOIi. But we being (traigheway 
moved by your lean gaiie ywi the breast of grammar 
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to suck, wKich jie pUcd coatiniuUy with teeth and 
tongue, until je lojt your nitive barbarousness and 
learned to speak with our tongues the mighty things 
of God And DMt we clad you with the goodly 
garments of philosophy, rhetoric and dialectic, of 
which we had and have a store, while ye were naked 
a: a (ablet to be patnted on For all (he household 
of philosophy are clothed with garments, that the 
nakedness and rawness of the mieUect may be covered 
After this, providing you with the fourfold wings of 
the quadnviala (hat }e might be winged like the 
seraphs and so mount above thecherubiin, we sent you 
to a friend at whose door, if only ye importunately 
kflociied, yt might borroiv the three loaves of Jie 
Knowledge of the Trinity, m which consist* uie final 
felicity of every sojourner bJs • Nay, if ye deny 
that ye had these privileges, we boldly declare thac ye 
either lost them by your tarelessneSs, or that through 
}our sloth ye spumed them when offered to jou 
If these things seem bu( a Ijpht matter to, tou. we 
will add jet greater things Ye are a chosen people, 
a royal priesthood, a holy race, >e are 3 peculiar 
people chosen into the lot of God, ye are priests aud 
ministers of God, nay, ye arc called the vety Church 
of God, as though ^e lai^ were not to be called 
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churchmen. Ye, being preletTol W the liity, sing 
psjlms and hymns m the dunce), and, serving the 
altar and living by the altar, inalte the true body of 
Christ, wherein God bfimstlf haa honoured >oa not 
only above the tait), but even a little higher than the 
angels. Fot to v.hotn of U» angels hii He iiid 
at any time : Thou art a priest 6>r ever after the 
order of Melchiscdech I Ye dvpense the patrimony 
of the cruahed one to the poor, wherein it ii required 
of stewards that a man be found laithitil. Ye are 
shepherds of the Lord's fiock, at ucll in example of 
lifo as m the word of doctrine, which ts bound to 
repy you with tmlk and woo). 

'Vho are the given of all these ihings, O clcrlt ? 
Is It net t'otii I Do yeremembet therefore, we pr.sy, 
haw many and how f at Ubertiea and privileges ate 
bestowed upon the clergy through os I In truth, 
taught by us who are the vessels of wisdom and intel¬ 
lect, }e ascend the teacher’s chair and are called of 
men Rabbi. By us ye become marveSoui in the eyes 
of the laity, like great lights in the wnid, and possess 
the dignities of the Cbnrch acrsiding to your various 
ttations. By us, while ye riB lach the Best down 
upon your checks, ye are esubbshed in )-onr early 
years and bear the tonsure on )oat heads, while the 
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dread sentence of the Church is heard Touch not 
tune anointed and do ay fr^heit no ham, and he who 
hai rashly touched then let him forthwith by his own 
blow be smitten vitdentlj mth the wound of an 
anathema At length yielding your lives to wicked 
ne»s, reaching the two paih> of Pythagoras, ye choose 
the 1-ft branch, and going bacinvard jc let go the bt 
of God which >c had first assumed, becoming com 
pillions of thieves And thus ever going from bad 
to wonC) dyed witj theft and murder and man fold 
tnapuniica, your fiine and conscience stained by uns, 
at the bidding of justice je are confined m manic les 
and fetters, and are kept to be punished by a most 
tha neful death Then your friend is put far away, 
nor IS there any to mouro your lot Peter swears mat 
he knows not the man the people ciy to thejudge 
futi/y Him ' If thou kt tbu man p, iha art 
net Carar’t find Now all refuge his perished, fcr 
ye must sund before the judgment seat, and there is 
beet Jswgiiig' if .ir Atnsi* .&»' yjis' 
WliHe the wretdied man's heart w thus filled with 
woe and only the wrrovnog Muses bedew their cheeks 
with tears, in his strait u heard on every side the 
wailing appeal to ns, and to avoid the dinger of im 
pending death he shows the slight s gu of the ancient 
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lonsure >vhid\ we bestowed npoa bim, begging that 
we miy be called to bli aid and bear witness to the 
prmlege bestowed upon him. Then straightway 
touched With pit) we niA to meet the prodigal son and 
snatch the fugitive slave (torn the gites of death. The 
booit he has not forgotten U handed to him to be read, 
and while with Kps slammcting nith fear he reads a 
few words, the power of (he judge ii loosed, the 
accuset is withdrawn, and death is put to flight. O 
marvelloits virtue of an empiric verse I O saving 
antidote of dreadful niin ' O precious reading of 
tlie psalter, which for this alone deserves to be called 
the booh of life ! Let iheLuty undergo the judgment 
of the secular arm, chat either sewn np in lacki they 
maybecarried eat to Neptune, or plasted in the »rth 
may fructi^ for ?luio, or may be cBcted amid the 
flames as a DtCcned holocausc to Vulcan, or at least 
may be hung up as a viaim to Juno : while our 
nursling at a single reading of the book of life is 
handed over to the custody of the Bishop, and rigour 
is chvTiged to favoar, and the forum bong liansferred 
from the laity, death is rooted by the clerk who is the 
nurding of books. 

But now let us speak of the derks who are rends 
of virtue. Which of yon about to preach ascends the 
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puipjt or the rostrum mthost ta some Hap consulting 
us ? Which of yon enton the schools to teach or to 
dispute without retying upon our support } First of 
all, It behoves you to eat the book with Ezechiel, that 
the belly of your memoiy may be tiscetened withia, 
and thus as with the panther refreshed, to whose breath 
all beasts and cattle long to approach the sweet savour 
of the spices it has eaten may shed a perfume without 
Thus out nature seaetly tsorking m our own, listeners 
hasten up gladly, as the load stone draws the iron 
nothing loth What an lulinite host of boob lie at 
Pam or Athens, and at the same time resound in 
Britain and in Rome' In truth, while resting they 
yet move, and while retaining their own pbces they 
are earned about every way to the minds of listeners 
Finally, by the knowledge of literature, we establish 
Priests, Bishops, Cardinals andlhePopc, thatall things 
in the ecclesiastical hierarchy may be fitly disposed 
For It 1$ froin books that everything of good that bc&lls 
fiVe obncai’ cwntAftiriT aixr ta ongitr Pax' Jet Abv 
suffice for It pains ns to recall what we have bestow ed 
upon the degenerate clergy, because svhitever gifts are 
distributed to the tsagrateful seem to be lost rather 
than bestowed 

Let us next dwell a hide on the recital of the 



niE LOVE of BOOKS 


wrong; with which ibe)* rcijuite the contcinj'n anJ 
crucliiet of wh'ch wc cannot reci'e an eun^i^s In each 
lind, n;>'. icatccly the main classes of the leieral 
WTongi Jn iht hnt flace, wc are ejptCti fcy fofc« 
and artni from ihe hometof (be dergr, which areoun 
bf herediur) right, who were uvJ to have cella of 
quieinco in the inner cKamt>er, but, alls * in these 
onhafpy times sse are altogether exiled, raffe.-ing 
foverij without the |iie» F" our place* are »eheJ 
BOW b) dogs, now bjr hawks, s»oiv b) that KpeJ beast 
whose cohabmiion with the elefST '«• forbidden of 
oU, from sshich we liave al>ea}-s taught our nonling* 
to flee more (has from the asp and the coekatrieo | 
wherefore the, alivayt jealous of the lov« of us, and 
never to be appeased, at length teeing ss in some 
corner pnneciej only by the web nf aome deli sptier, 
with a frown abuses and rerilct u* with bitter words, 
declaring us alone of aO the furniture In the house to 
be onncecstary, and cmnplTining that we are useless 
for any household porpose, and advises that we should 
speedily be converted loM nvh caps, tenJjl and tilt 
and (ivice-d>ed porple, robes and fiin, stool and liacn : 
and, indeed, not wilhont reason, if ihe ctraU see our 
inmost hearts, if she had littewed to oor secret counsels, 
if the had read the book of Theophrastus or Valerius, 
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or only heard the tnen^ Efth chapter of Ecclesiastictu 
with understanding ean 

And hence it u that we ha%e to mourn for the homes 
of which we have been unjustly robbed, and ts to our 
coterings, not that they have not been gnen to us, but 
that the coverings anciently given to us have been tom 
by violent hands, insomuch that our soul is bowed 
down to the dust, our belly cleateth unto the earth 
We suffer from various diseases, enJunng pains m our 
backs and sides, we lie with our limbs unstrung by 
pals), and there is no man whoU^cch it to heart,and 
no man who protiJes a mollifjmg phster Our 
name whiteness that was clear with light has turned 
to dun and jellotv, 10 LSat no leech who should see us 
would doubt that ue arc diseased with jaundice 
Some of us arc suffering from gout, as our twisted 
extremities plainly show Tlie smoke and dust by 
tshich we are continuously fdigocd hive dolled the 
keenness of our visual rays, and are now infecting our 
bleared ejes with ophthalmia. Within we are dc 
voured by the fierce gripings of our eniraib, which 
hungry worms cease not tognaw,and we undergo the 
comiptioB of the two Lazansses, nor u there anjone 
to anoint us with balm cedar, nor to cry to us who 
have been four days dead and alretdy stink, Lazarus 
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come forth ! Ko hMling drag is bound around our 
cruel w-oundr, which are to atrociouslf inflicted upon 
the innocent, and there is none to put a pbstcr upon 
our ulcers 5 hut ragged and shivering we arc fiung 
awa7 into dark corners,or in tears take our place with 
hoi/ Job upon his dunghill, or—too horrible to relate 
—are buried m the depths of the common sewers. 
The cushion is withdrawn that should support our 
evangelical aides, which ought to hare the first claim 
upon the incomes of the clergp, and the common 
neeesairies oflife thus be for ever provided for us, who 
are entrusted to their chaige. 

Again, we complain of another sort of injury whi^h 
it too often uojuitly intlieied upon oar persons. We 
are sold for t«admea and bimdwomen, and lie ai 
hostages in urerns with no one to redeem os. V/e 
fill a prey to the cruel shambles, where we see sheep 
and cattle slaughtered not wiihoot pious tears, and 
where we die a thousand times from such terrors as 
might frighten even the brave. We are handed over 
to Jews, Sjraccni, heretics and infdels, whose poison 
»ve.alwA>;«.dirA>l.ahfi>/','tm:7hini^,sml. wJ)nin.'f.'S- 
well known that some of our parents have been infected 
with ptsiifcrous stnom. In sooth, we who should be 
created as masters in the scsenees, and bear rule oier 
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tlie mechinita who thooU be subject to us, are la 
stead handed over to the goverament of subordinates, 
as though some supremely noUe monarch should be 
trodden under foot hf rustic heels Any seamster or 
cobbler or tailor or artificer of any trade keeps us shut 
up in prison (or the luxurious and wanton pleasures of 
the clergj 

Now we would pursue a new kind of mjnry by 
which «se suiter alike m person and in (ame, the 
dearest thing we bar* Oar punty of race tt dinin- 
uhed every daj, white oew authon* names are imposed 
Upon us by ivorthless compilers, translators, and trans 
{brraen, and losing our ancient nobility, while we are 
reborn in lucceture generations^ we bereme svhoIJy 
degenente, and thus against our wid the name of 
aome wretched siepfitber is afiixed to us, and the sons 
are robbed of the names of thetr uoe Eiihers. The 
verses of \ irgil, while he was yet bring, were claimed 
by an impostor, and a certain btdenimi.i meniaci 
cusly nsarped the works of Martial, whom Martial 
thus deservedly rcbok*J 

“ Tt* b»6t roil irai r,, fttri am ' miiir 
Ttmq;^ rvsi m kW*/, t vcJ mif fsai (jr th ae I"* 

What marvel, then, if when oar autho*! arc dead 
dencal apa use us to male broad tbeit phslactcnea, 
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lince even uhilc they are aim th^ (ry (o seize us as 
soon as we are puHishcJ I Ab ! how often ye pre- 
lend that we who arc annent are but btely bom, 
and try to pass us off as sons who are leaSiy fathers, 
calling us who have made you clerks the production 
of jQiir studies. Indeed, we dented oar origin from 
Athens, though sve are nosT supposed to be from 
Rome; far Carmrnta was always the pilicrer of 
Cadmus, and we who were but lately bom in 
England, will to>roorrow be bom again in Paris; 
and ihente being csrried to Bologna, win obtain ait 
Italian origin, basel upon no alRoity of blood. Alai I 
how ye commit us to treacherous copyiiii to be 
written, hew corrupt]/ ye read us and kill us by 
raedieaties, while ye supposed ye were correcting cs 
with pious zeal. Olieniimei sve have is endure 
barbarous interprciers, and those who are ignorant of 
foreign tdiotns presume to translate us from one 
language into another; and thus all propriety of 
speech is loit and our kimc is shamefully mutilated 
contrary to the raeaniogof the author ' Truly noble 
would have been the condition of boolti if it had not 
been for the presumption of the tosver of Babel, if 
but one kind of speech bad been transmuted \iy the 
whole human race- 
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We wll add the last i^aiise of our long lament, 
though &r too abort for the mste/iali that we have 
For in us the natural use u changed to that which is 
against nature, while »e who are the light of &iih- 
ful souh everywhere (aO a ptcy to paioiers knowing 
nought of letters, and are cncnuted to goldsmiths to 
become, as though ne nere not sacred vessels of wis¬ 
dom, repositories of gold leaf We &U uudeserredlj 
into the power of laymen, which is more bitter to os 
than any death, since they bate sold onr people £>r 
nought, and our enetniea (hemseKca are our judges 

It It cleat from what we have said what infinite 
invectives we could hurl against the derg), if tve did 
not think of our own repoution For the soldier 
whose campaigns are over venerates hit shield and 
arms, and grateful Co()don shows regard for his 
decaying team, harrow, flail and mattock, and every 
nuniiai artificer for the msinimenti of his enft, it is 
only the ungrateful cictic who despises and neg!'*cts 
those things which hare ever been the foundation of 
KIs honours 
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TUI COMPIJMm OP HOOKS AfiAlSST TH» 
POSMSplONCItS 

T he venerable <ieTo(ioa of the relifiw” orden 
II went to be (olKiioiu in the nre of 
books and to delight in their society, ss if they 
were the only tithes. For some used to write 
them with their own hands between the hours of 
prayer, and gave to the nuking of bools such inter* 
vals as they could secure and the citnct appointed 
for the recreation of the bodjr. Dy whote labours 
there ace resplendeot to-day in most tnonastcncs 
these sacred treasuries fijU of dierublc letten, ibr 
giving the knowledge of salvation to the student 
and a delectable light to the patha of the laity. O 
tniniul toil, happier than any Agricultural task I O 
devout solicitude, whcie neither Martha nor Mary 
dcicrvci to be rebuked ! O joyful house, in which 
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tlie fruitful Leah does not 0117 (be beauteous Rachel, 
but action and contemplation share each other's jo^s ' 
O happy charge, desiireJ to benefit endless genera 
tions of posterity, with vshicb no pbnting of trees, no 
sowing of seeds, no ptsiortl delight in herds, no 
building of fortified camps can be compared ' Where 
fore the tnemor} of those Lthen should be immortal, 
tvho delighted only in the treasures of wisdom, who 
most bboriously provided shining lamps against future 
darkness, and against hunger of hearing the Word of 
God, most carefully prepared, not bread baked m the 
ashes, nor of birle}, nor mtisty, bot onlessened 
loaves nude of the (inesi wheat of divine wixlom, 
svith which hungry souls might be joyfuU} fed 
These men were the stoutest champions of the 
Christian army, who defended our weakness by their 
most valunt arms , they were m their time the most 
cunning taken of foxes, who have left us their nets, 
that we might catch the young foxes, who cease not 
to devour the growing vines Of a truth, noble 
fathers, worthy of perpetual benediction, }e would 
have been deservedly happy, if ye had been allowed 
to beget ofTpnng hke yonrtelves, and to leave no 
degenerate or doubtful progeny for the beneSt of 
futote limes. 
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Bat, frtinful to reliK, now ilotKful Thersltei 
hindlct the irmi of AthiCa ind the choice tnppiDS< 
of wjr hones are sfteiJ »poa bg" asset, witikinf owls 
!»rJ il in the eagle's nc«, and ibe cowirilf kite tits 
Ufon the pe'oh of the liawk. I 

nnvr mihr-iiut 
LiVer Co4cj •ffleojil. _ 

AnJ «i)h scornful htaS rrfecMe, 

Fsr «nt of (heir s>|hs. 

And at if the simple monatiK folk of modem timet 
weredeieised bf a confusion of name*, whHe 
Pdiff il preferred to Liitr Pttrtm, the iiuJ/ of the 
monks nowadajrt it in the enipismg of cop* and not 
the emeadiflg of books. to which they do not hot- 
tate 10 add the wanton music of Timotheus, jealous of 
chastit}', and thus the song of the merr^-maker and 
not the chant of the mourner is become the olHce of 
the monks. Flocks and fleeces, crops and granaries, 
leeks and potherbs, dnnk and goblets, are nmvada}-i 
slhj- leauilrg- anu* rtWiJr os*' ciKc itioush; exiejn' a- i&v 
elect ones, in whom lingen not the imige but some 
slight vestige of the fathers that preceded them. And 
again, DO materials at all are fiimnhed us to commend 
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the canons regular fur their care or study of us, who 
thougli they bear their name of honour from their 
twofold rule, jet have neglected the notable chuse of 
Augustine I rule, in which we are commended to his 
clergy m these words Ltt isiki it asked for each day 
at a girrs bar, he aha asks fir them afier the hur u 
ml ea reeene them Scarcely anyone obscnei this 
devout rule of study after saying the prayers of the 
Church, but to care for the th ngs of this world and 
to look at the plough that has been left is reckoned 
the highest wisdom They take up bow and quiver, 
embrace arau and shield, devote the tribute of alms to 
dogs and not to the poor, become the slaves of dice 
and draughts, and of all such things as we are wont to 
forbid rren to the secular de*gj, » that we need not 
marvel if they disdain to Ioo» upon us, whom they 
see so much opposed to their mode of life 

Come then, reverend Lthers, deign to recall your 
Ciihen and derate yourselves more Ciithfully to the 
study of holy books, without which all religion will 
stagger, without which the virtue of derotion wpJdty 
up like a sherd, an I without which ye can alT onl no 
light to the world. 



CUAnT-R VI 

THl 0» BOOK* AOAJHrr THE 

MESOICAHT* 

P OOR in tpirii, but ii>o>t rich In Ciith, ojT- 
icosTitiEj of ibe worU and (alt of the earth, 
dapliefi of (he KorU and £>hen of men, how 
happy are ye, if tuSermg penury for Chriat ye 
know how to poiscn your touU in pacienee! Foe 
it ii not want the areoger of iniquity, noe the 
advene (bttane of youi puean, nor violent neceatity 
that has thus oppmtcd you with beggary, but a 
deront wiU and Chint'Khc Section, by which ye 
hare chosen that lile n the best, which God Al¬ 
mighty made man as trdl by word as by example 
declared to be the best. In troth, ye are the 
latest offspring of the «»ef-finitful Charch, of late 
divinely robstituted fcr the Fathers and the Prophets, 
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that jour soand may go ibrtli into all the earth, end 
that instructed bj our bealthfbl doctrines ye may 
preach before ill ling* ind nation* the invincible 
£iith of ChnsL Moreover, that the faith of the 
Father* is chiefly enshrined in book* the second 
chapter has tufficientij shoun, from tvhich it ii 
clearer than light that je ooght to be zealoui lovers 
of boob above all other Christians Ye are com 
man ted to sotv upon all waters, because the Most 
High IS no respecter of persons, nor does ihe Most 
Holv desire the death of sinnen, who offered Him 
self to die for them, but desires to heal the contrite 
in heart, to raise the fallen, and to correct the per 
verse m the spirit of lenity For which most talu 
n>y parpiose ojr It n lly Mother Church has planted 
you freely, and haamg planted has watered jou with 
iavoun, snd hanng watered you has established you 
with privileges, that ye may be co-norlen vnth 
paston and curates in proconng the salvation of faith 
fal sou!*. Wherefore^ that the order of Preachcis 
avaa principally instifoted for the study of the Holy 
Scnpiurca and the ulvataoa of their reighbours, is 
declared by their conititutmis *0 that not only f-om 
the rale of Bishop Ai^nstine, which directs books to 
be asked for every day, but ** «oon as Uiey have read 



10 THE hOVE OF EOOKS 

ihpC prologue of the vnl raiuiinituinl tbej' may Inoxt 
from the VLf^ tit^e of the ume that they arc pleJgcJ 
to the love oflxioki. 

Rut ab> I a chree£>tJ rare of laperSuiCm, of 
the nomach, of drcts,anil of luiu>«, hat leJuceJ these 
men anJ others fvOowinB their example from the 
paternal care of boohs, aikl from dieir itiui/. For, 
iutgetting the proitdenee of the Saeiour (vrKo Ii 
Jeilared by the Pulmirt to think open the poor ami 
needy), they are oecnpieJ rriih the vtibb of the 
perishing body, (hat their feasu may be splendid and 
their garments tuzarioiia, agaimi the rule, end the 
fabriea of their buUdmgs, like the kattUmrnte of 
castles, carried to a height unoompaubletvtth poverty. 
Because of these three ihisgs, we books, who have 
ever procured their advancemeiit and >uire granted 
them to sit among the powerful and noble, are pot 
6r from their heart’s affection and are reckoned 
as supetSuiliei •, except that th^ rely upon some 
treatises of small ealo^ from which they derive 
r.range hcKsies and apocp^p^l imbecilities, not for 
•’in.raO’ivO«nsrer.,''C.*oi>lt.^t'Dtv-tthnt. niorT,khiin6*HB.i 
can of the Iistcsers. The Holy Scripture is not ex¬ 
pounded, but i) neglected and treated as though It 
were commonplace and hnoiva to all, though Teq" 
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fnv lu\e touched m hem, and though lu depth u 
tuch, 15 Hoi) Augosiine declarcf, that it citinot K* 
understood by the humin mtdiect, hmvever long tt 
miy tod 171th the utino>t intensity of itudy Prom 
this he who devotes himself to it assiduously, if only 
He will vouchsife to open the door svho has estib' 
hshed the spirit of pieiy, may nn&ld a thousand 
lesons of moral teaching whieh will flourish with 
the Ereshest novelty and will chen>h the intelligence 
of the listeners with ihe moR delightful uvoun 
Wherefore the first proK-sson of erangelical poverty, 
after wme slight homage paid to secular seietice, col- 
iecting aD their force of intellect, devoted themselves 
to labours upon the tiered scripture, med tiling day 
and night on the law of the Lord And whatever 
they could steal from their fimishing bully, or inter 
cept from their half-covered body, they thought it 
the highest gam to spend in buying or correcting 
boob Whose worldly contemporaries observing 
their devotion and stndy bestowed upon thorn for 
the edification of the whole Church the boob ivhicb 
they had collected at great eipense in the various 
parts of the world 

In truth, m these days aa ye are engaged with all 
diligence in pnPTin of gam, W may be reasonably 
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if ttc -jv-.l to hcrtJT notirtflt, 

tKil (>>J lliiiilii trw u{x>a uKiim Hs fcrttitct 
to ) i r« pR7mi*r», roRtrg Iheir hope in fiunurt 

pmuJcn.r. mil lor.jiilroof the mta, BOr ihe Mio, 
wliom ch« Mini High liroli <sJ irrtji. Ve i>>> not 
think ujvin O^nicl and the h^jrrr of (he nn* of 
loiltO piiiJtt, nor mtJlMt H-jiS who w»i dtJit-ereJ 
from hunger once an the Jnen ingeli, <giin tn 
(he torrent hj meni, end 4g»tn n Sirepli ly the 
laidow, through the «Ji»ine touaty. which gite* to ill 
tlmh their tne^t in due t«i«>ia Y< JeiecnJ (u mc 
* lir) h) a wretched tntirlimai. J-ittu't of the dieinei 
gooJneti pr'>Ja< mg retiwwe »f«n your own pr3Jaiee,j 
and relume upon your own proJcnce Uegeiling’ 
aniitty abost teorlJly things and eirt*siTe anttetyj 
iSoiit worldly ihiDgi uking away the lore at vreil a>' 
the ilud) of hooka I and (hue porerty inthmedi}! 
II aUiied to the mjary of the Word of God, which 
ye haae clujirn only Kir proRi’aaate. 

With aunimcr fruit, at the people goatip, ye attract 
boyi to religion, aehom whea they hiTe taken the 
fowirfir~i\r .iW.iiMHn;irJy,f«i'.andXice.-!.v.th.ei*4gx* 
requiret, but allow (hesa to devote theiiuclrei to 
begging eipediliont, am) lafrer them to spend the 
time, in which they might be learning, in procuring 
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the fwoai of fiieivds, to dit aonojince of thtir 
parents, the danger of the bc^ and tj»{ d^tnmentof 
the order And thas no doubt it happens that those 
who were not compelled to leam as unwilling bops, 
when they grow up presume to teach though utterly 
unworthy and unlearned, and a tniall error m the bc> 
ginning becomes a rery great one in the end. For 
there grows up among your promiscuous flock of 
lait} a pestilent mulcinsde of creatures, who neverthe¬ 
less the more shamelessly force themselves into the 
office of preaching, the less th^ ondertund what they 
arc saying, to the contempt of the Divine Word and 
the injury of souls In truth, against the law ye 
plough with an oz and an ass together, m committing 
the cultivation of the Lord's fidd to learned and un 
learned Side by side, it is written, the ozen were 
ploughing and (he aises feeding beside them since 
,it IS the duty of the discreet to preach, but of the 
jsimple to feed themselves m sdence by the hearing of 
Isacred eloquence. How many stooa ye iling upon 
the heap of Mercury oowadays ' How many mir 
nages ye procure for the e unnehtof viisdo m' How 
many blind watchmen ye bid go round about the 
Walls of the Church * 

O idle fishermen, using on^ the nets of othen, 
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whi' !i >\hci> iiini i( >• all }e can do lo cliiimily rcjMii. 
bu! can nci ii<j new vnra of jxiur own ! ye enter on 
the Ulwun .if olhcn, >c repeat the lenons of othera, 
)e mouth with iheatnc rCartthe topw-rfii-tall/re|KoteJ 
wivj.im of othert. Ai the ailly parrot imitates the 
word) that he kai heatJ, to tuch men are mere re* 
. Iters of all, but aethnn of nathiRf. imitating Halaam’s 
a», which, though tenulcts of iuelf, )et became elo¬ 
quent of speech anj the teacher of its matter thougli 
a prophet. Recover yoorselses, O p»r in Chris:, 
tnj studioud) regard <at bou'es, withont viKtch ye ean 
netrr be properly ahoj sn she prepantion of the 
Oospel of Peace. 

Paul Uie Apoacle. preacher of the truth and excel* 
leat tea.her of the nations, Ibr all fab gear bade three 
things to tse broaght to bios by Timoifa/, hla cloak, 
booki and parchments, aflorJing ao example to 
ccclessanio chat they ahouU wear drets in moderation, 
and should have booka Csr aid in itndy, and parch¬ 
ments, which the Apostle eapeciall/ etlecms, for 
wniing - enj ttfnuUj, he aaya, the parchments. 
And truly that clerk ss crippJed and maimed to his 
disaUcment in many ways, who it entirely ignorant 
of ihc art of writing. He bean the airwitJi words 
and edifies only those nho are present, hoc does 



THE COMPLAINT OF BOOKS 45 

nothing for t]ie absent and for fosteritf The man 
bore a wnter’a ink hom npon iiii loins, uho set a 
marl. Tan apan the {brehead> of the mm that sigh 
and cry, Ezeriul ix , teaching in a figure that if 
any lad iliU in writing, he shall cot undertake the 
task of preaching repentance 

Finally, in conclusion of the present chapter, books 
implore of you make jour )oung men who though 
Ignorant are apt of lOteUect apply (hemselvet to 
Study, furnishing them with oecesanes, that je ma) 
teach them not onl) goodness but discipline and 
icience, may terrify them by blows, charm them by 
blandi^jnents, tnolli^ (hem by gifts, and urge them 
on by painful rigour, to that they may become at 
once Socratics in morab and renpatetict in learning 
Yesterday, as tc were at the elcscnih hour, the pm 
dent hau,eholder introduced }ou into his vineyard 
Repent of idl eness before it ts too lite would th’t 
with the cunning steward ye m ght be a>hamcd of 
begging so sSiinclcssJy , for then no doubt ye would 
devote yoursejvn more assidaaasly to u» bools and to 



CHAPTPR X'll 

TH8 COMPLAISTT OF BOOKS AOAiXSr WARS 

A lmighty Autltor sod Lover of pesee, 
tatter the lutiont thst delight in tear, which 
If share sU pUguet injunout le booli For wan beisg 
Without the eoatrol of reason make a mid iisauk on 
eveiyihmg chep come scroti, and, lacking the check of 
ruvan thej push on without discretion or distinctioti 
to deitroj the rescis of reason Then the wise Apollo 
becomei the lython’a prep, and Phronesit, the pious 
mother, becomes anlject Co the power of Phrenzp. 
Then winged Fegastu b thot up in the Rail of Cory- 
ion, anh tiAiCftiemlAtnrtOp vvcran^iei. 71111™ ■«•>« 
Pallas u struck down bf the da^er of error, and the 
charming Pietidei are nslueo. hp the truculent 
iprannp of madness. O cmd tpecucle I where you 
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may see the Phcebus of philosophers, the all-wise 
Aristotle, whom God Himself made master of the 
master of the world, enchaiaed wiciced hands and 
borne m thamclul irons 00 the shoulders of gladiators 
from his tiered home There jou may see him who 
was worthy to be lawgiver to the lawgiver of the 
world and to hold empire over its emperor, made the 
slave of Tile buffoons the most unrighteous lawi of 
war O most wicked power of dariness, which does 
not fear to undo the approved divinity of Plato, who 
alone was worthy to submit to (he view of the 
Creator, before he assuaged the strife of warring chaos, 
and before form had put on its girb of nutter, the 
ideal types, is order to demoosmte the a^etypal 
universe to its author, so that the world of sense 
might be modelled after the supernal pattern O 
tearful sight' where the moral Socratm, whose acts 
were virtue and whose discourse was science, who 
deduced political justice &om the principles of 

'zi’rtuie., ■& VMS, vt^aytit lit, witib ticnil 'Jfe. 

bemoan Pythagoras, the parent of harmony, as, 
brutally scourged by the harrying furies of war, he 
utters not a song but the wailings of a dove We 
tnoum, too, for Zeno, who fcrt he should betray hu 
secret bit oF bi* tongue and fearlessly spat it oot at 
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the tyrant, and ntxv, aln! la brayed and crushed to 
death in a ’noriu by DtomeJon. 

In sooth ne cannot moum with the grief that they 
deserve all the vanoin boob that hare perished by 
the Cite of tsar in vanoas parti of the world. YettvS 
must tearful!) retount the dreadful ruin nhich nas 
caused in Pgypt b) the auailiines in the Alexandrian 
nar, when leven hundred ihouuod volumei were con¬ 
sumed by 6re 'I'hese volome* had been coHecied by 
the royal Ptolemies through long periods of lime, aj 
Aulus Gellius relates. VVhal an Allantean progeny 
must be lappeacJ to hare then perished t including 
the motions of the spheres, all the conjunctioM of the 
planeti, the nature of the gaiax), and the ptogaoitic 
generation! of comets, and all that exists in the 
heireni or in the ether ! Who vi-ould not shudder 
at such a hapless holouuai, where int is offered up 
instead of blood, where the glowing ashes of cradling 
parchment were encamsjmed with blood, where the 
devouring flames consumed ao many thousands of 
innocents in whose month was no guile, where the 
‘ utiYsatlriy Are Xsjjird into atwlby aishw Jio .ma^ 

I shrines of eternal tnilh ! A Ie<ser crime than this 
is the sacrifice of Jephthah or Agamemnon, where 
a pious daughter is dain by* Dther’s sword. How 
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many labour? of the Btinoiii Hercules shill we sup¬ 
pose then perished, who because of his knowledge of 
astronomy is said to have sustained the heisen on his 
unyielding neck, when Hercules was noiv for the 
second time cast into the flainea The secrets of the 
heavens, which jonithus learnt not from man or 
through man but received by divine inspiration , 
what his brother Zoroaster, the servant of unclean 
spir ts, taught the Bactrians , what holy Enoch, the 
p refect of Paradise, prophesied before he was taken 
from (he world, and finally, what the fint Adam 
taught hu children of the things to come, which he 
had seen when caoght op m an ecstasy in the book of 
eternity, are believ^ to have penshed m those horrid 
flames The religion of the Egyptians, which the 
book of the Perfect Word w commends , the excellent 
polity of the older Athens, which preceded by nine 
thousand } ears the Athens of Greece , the charms of 
the Chaldatans, the observations of the Arabs and 
Indians , the ceremonies of die Jews , the archi 
lecture of the Babylonians , the agricnltiiTe of Noah , 
the magic arta of Moses , the geometry of Joshua , 
the enigmas of Samson , the problems of Solomon 
from the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop , the anti¬ 
dotes of Aesculapius , the grammar of Cadmus, the 
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po<nn of rjrniuu* ; the ondei of Apo'Jo ( the argo- 
niBlm of 5 tliiwgtnu of PafjmeJo, ml 
infinite other >eercu of icicnce are hclierej to hire 
penshcO II (he time of (his coafligration. 

Niy, Aridolle wouU not hive miiieJ the quaJ- 
riture of the eirrJe, if oiOv bilefjl tonSictJ hid spared 
(he books of (he ancients. Mho knew all the ineihcvis 
of nature. He mouU nos hire left the problem of 
the eternity of the world m open question, nor, ti is 
credibly toueeiTed, would he have hid my doubts of 
the plurality of human lotellecis and of their eternity, 
if the perfect wienm of the ancients had not been 
eipuied to (he ealimiiies of hateful wars. For by 
wan we art KMtertd into (areign lands, stetmatilated, 
wounded, and ihatBefjlI) disfigured, are buried under 
the earth and oterwhelmed in the sea, ue detourej 
by (he llamef and destroyed ly etery kind of death. 
How much of oor bkmd was shed by warlike Sctplo, 
when he was eagerly compiasung the overthrow of 
Carthage, the <^<poDcnt and rival of the Roman 
empire ! How many thousands of thousands of us 
did the ten years' war of Troy dismiss ftom the light 
of day ! How many were driven by Anthony, after 
the murder of TiiUy, to seek hiding places io foreign 
provinces ! How many of us were scattered by 
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Thcodoric, while Jloethim wa* m exile, into the 
different guirtcrj of the world, like ihccp whose 
ihephcrd h»» been stmek down ' Hos/ manj, when 
Seaea fell a victim to the crue’tjr of Nero, and will 
ing yet unwilling pused the gates of death, took 
leave of him and retired m tenv, not even knowing 
in what quarter to seek for thelter ' 

Happy was that translation of books which Xerxes 
IS laid to haie made to Persia from Athens, and 
which Seleueiis brought bacx again from Persia to 
Athens O glid and joyful return ' O wondrous 
jov, which you might then see in Athens, when the 
moilicr went m triumph to meet her progeny, and 
agsm showed the chambers in svhich they had been 
nursed to her noir tging children ' Their old 
homes were restored to their former inmates, and 
forthwith boards of cedar with shelves and beams of 
gopher svood are most skilfully plmed, inscriptions 
of gold and ivory are designed for the several com 
partmenti, to wdicd tie vnlUmes titemsiaVis arc 
reverently brought and pleasantly arranged, so that no 
one hinders the entrance of »iother or injures its 
brother by exccatre crowding 

But m truth infinite are the losses which have 
been inflicted upon the race of boots by wars and 
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tomolu. AdJ al U n no maani paulb!e to 
enntneraie anj surrey infinity. He will here fiBiHj' 
sec up the Cades of oar coniptaint, and turn again to 
the prajcrs with Hhtcb we kgan, hurab!/ imploring 
(hat the Ruler of Olympus and the Most High 
Governor of all the hoiU hiC establish peace and 
dispel wan and make onr dap tranquil onder Hii 
proieetioeu 



CHAPTER Vni 


or THE NVMEROCJ OPPORTUNllIES WE HAVE 
HAD OP COttECTtSC A STORE OF BOOKS 

S INCE to crei^thing th«re u a luion and an 
opfor(uni(7. a* tli« wise Ecclmaites wususeth, 
let u$ now proceed (o rdate the manifold oppor 
tunicio (lirou^H which we have been au sted the 
divine goodneat m the acquniuon of boob 

Although £’om onr youth upwards we had always 
del ghted ID holding social commune with learned men 
and loTcn of boob^ ytX when we prospered in the 
world and made acqnamUncc with the King’s majesty 
and were received suto hu household, we obtained 
ampler facilities for visiting everywhere as we ivouM, 
and of hunting as scsverecenainmost choice preserves, 
Lbranes private as well as public, and of the regular 
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ti n<n II cf lat K.is'ir tfcjjy. AnJ itiwJ «Mlc 
«e 6',U;i yin.Hjj ofi^ci W th« luinr.om Brina inj 
tj'ImJiJK iriuf^rhin* Kinf( of Ftifi'in 1, K.<irir>] che 
ThifJ fron ih« Conqowt—whojc wgn fiuy Uic 
Al-n eKt\ tnig inj j^orcfitijr conlt’^ac—fint thOi< 
ilwul hit i-oun, bat thn iHoiC ancCTnms t)ie piliic 
jT-iin of hi‘ tie o^cci of ChitwcSor 

>nJ Truia'cr, there wm if >nled to Di, in conskleri- 
lion of the rnil ciiy parpote of 

rre.el] vutcKieg dw reueilt of bioU. In fiCI, the 
fiwe of ouf liJre of ihembiJ been «•»« mnjeJ ahrojJ 
ererjinheret ini ne leere rrpwrteJ to bum nilh inch 
il»ife &r tKmlt, i-ij eieniiy oU <>nr% ihii it ent 
Btort cue for mt nun to giiA our fieour bv muat 
uflnoU than of money. ^Vherefort. lines lapportej 
hy the gooJpeii of the iKireukl prince of ivonhy 
rM.nni). we ivete »fAe u> it<}Qii« t min well eo ill, to 
Iwne.'it or injure mighiily greit « neU » imiU, there 
ilonei in, in'ieji of pmenti loJ gueriimi, ind ib> 
itcid of gifu and Jencla, railed traiB aod hatiered 
eodiecs glidrame alile to our eye inJ heart. Then 
the aumhiio of the moit (amoni ttwaasttrie* were 
ihroiin) open, eaief rrere anloded and casleii teere 
undone, and riJiime* that luj tlamhercd ihtniigh 
long ago ill their losnb irate up and are atconUheJ, 
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ind those that had lam hidden in dark places arc 
bathed in the ray of qnwonted light These long 
lifeless book!, once most dainty, but now become 
corrupt and loathsome covered with litters of mice 
and pierced with the gnawings of the worms, and who 
irere oace dorhed in pur}^ and tine linen, now lying 
10 sackdoth and ashes, given up to oblivion, seemed 
to hire become habitations of the moth NaCheless 
among these, sciaing the opportun ty, we would sit 
dosvn with more delight than a last diojs physician 
among his stores of gums and spices, and there we 
found the object and the stimulus of our aSections 
Thus the sacred ves<cls of learning came into our 
control and stewardship, some by gift, others by 
purchase, and some lent to us Ibr a season 

No wonder that when people saw that ne were 
contented with gifts of this kind, they were anxious of 
their own accord to pimister to our needs with those 
things that they vvere more wiUiog ro dispense with 
tkta oW oVnigy ekt} AtaveoJ Af .Wiw.'AW.ssff A? -tw 
remee And in gtxsd wtU we strove » to forward 
their alTiirs that gam accrued to them, while justice 
raffered no daparagement Indeed, if we had loved 
gad and silver goblets, high bred horses, or no small 
sums of money, wc might in thosedays have famished 
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Ibrth a rich tjcisur}'. Rut in truth v/t uantcd manu¬ 
scripts not moaejscripo ; we los'eJ codices more than 
florins, and preferred dender pampMeU to pampered 

Besides all this, we were frequently made ambassa¬ 
dor of this raose iDustnous Prince of everlasting 
memory, and tvere sent on the most various affairs of 
state, now to the Hedy See, now to the Court of 
France, and again to various power* of the world, on 
tedious embassies and in iiioes of d.inger, always 
eatrjing with us however, that love of book* which 
many waters could isoi quench. For this like a de¬ 
licious draught (weeiened the bitterness of ouf jour- 
neyinp and after the perpleaiug mutcadea tud 
troublnome difficulties of cause*, and the all but inet- 
uicable labyrinth* of public affair* afforded us a little 
breathing space to enjoy a balmier atmosphere. 

O Holy God of gods m &oii, what a mighty 
stream of pleasure inasle gbd Our hearts whenever we 
had leisure to visit Paris, the Paradise of the world, 
and to linger there; where the days seemed ever few 
for the greatness of our love I There are delightful 
libraries, more anraalic than stores of spicery ; there 
are luxuriant parks of afl manner of volumes; there 
ate Academic meads abaketi by the tramp of tcKolan ; 
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there arc Jounges of Alliens, waits of ihe Pcripa 
t' ICS , peaks of Parnassus , and porches of ihe Stoics 
There 15 seen the tuneyor of all arts and sciences 
Ansrade, to whom belongs all that is mo>t excellent 
m doctnoe, so far as relates to this passing soblunary 
world , there Ptolemy measures epicycles and eccen 
trie apogees and the nodes of the pltnets by figares 
and numbers, there Pan! reveals the mysteries, there 
his neighbour Dionysios arranges and distmgnishes 
the hiewrehies, there the virgin Camsentis reproduce* 
in Latin characters all that Cadmos collected in 
Phcenician tetters, there indeed opening our treasu 
ties and unfastening our purse strings we scattered 
money with ^o)Ous heart and pumhas^ inntimabk 
books With mud and und. It u naught, it is naught, 
saith every buyer But in vain , for behold how good 
and how pleasant u u to gather together the arms of 
the clerical warfare, that we may have the means to 
crush the attach of heretics, if th^ arise 

Further, we are asvare that we obtained most ex 
cellcnt opportoaitics of effecting m the following 
way From our early years wc atuched to our society 
with the most exq jisitesi^citade and discarding all par 
tiality all such mastenandtchcdartandpTofcsson in the 
several Ecialties as had bmime most duunguished by 
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their rubtleiy of mmJ «nJ the of their teaming. 
Deriving conviljiion fitnn (heir lympiihctic ctmTcru- 
:ion, Mfc were dcligktfallj'ciKeTtiined.oow by demou- 
stritire chjini oP iceioning, new by (he reeilil of 
pb;-jial proceufj end the trejtiw* of (he doctor* of 
the Church, now by icunutiting ducounei oa (he 
al1cgori<.d meaning* of (hingi, e> by a rich and tveU- 
vaned inlellectsal feasL Such men ive chose as 
tumrades in our years of learning, u companions in 
our chamber, ii atsociaies on our journeys, as guests 
at our tible, and, lo short, at helpmates in all (he 
vklmludes of )ile. Bu( as no happisesa is pennUted 
to endure lor long, we were tometimes deprived of 
the bodily cecnpanionship of tome of these shining 
tights, when justice looking down from hearen, the 
enletiastical preferment and dignities that they de> 
served fell to their portion And ihus it happened, 
at was only right, that in attending tg their own cures 
they were obliged to absent themselves from altcnj- 

\Ve will add yet another very convenient svay by 
which a great moldcnde of bools old aa we!! as nesv 
came into out hands. For wc never regarded with 
disdain or disgust the poverty of the mendicant orjen, 
adopted fsr the sake of Christ ; but m all parts of the 
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\TOfli took them mto the kinilljr srmJ of our compas- 
»ion, allured them by the moit fiiridly Smilurity 
into devotion to ourelvcs, and having »o allured them 
cherished them with munificent liberality of benefi¬ 
cence for the take of God, becoming benefieton of 
all of them m general in such m>c that ue teemed 
none the les to ha\e adopted certain mdividitals nith 
a specul fatherly afiection To the$e men we were 
as a refuge in every ease of need, and never refused 
to them the shelter of our fovoar, sshcrelbre tse 
deserved to find them most speaal furtheren of our 
wishes and promoters thereof m act and deed, who 
c^pasiing bad and tea, cravening (he circuit of the 
world, and ransacking the universities and high school 
of vaiious provinces, were lealons m combatting foi 
our desires, m the aurc and certim hope of reward 
What leveret could escape amidst so many keen 
sighted hunters ? What Lttie fish coald evade in 
turn their hooks and nets and tuarcs I From the 
body of the Sacred Law down to the booklet contain 
<ag the fallacies of yesterday, nothing could escape 
these searchers Was some devout di>cour>c uttered 
at the founuin head of Christun failh, the holy 
Raman Cuna, orwai some strange question ventilated 
with novel arguments; did the solidity of Pans, 
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»hich I' non more znloui in the iiu^f of antiqnic^ 
ihjn in the iuhtle invntigjtion of Itulh, diJ English 
lahllety, which illumined by the lighti of fbrmef 
timet It aUrjjj lendiBg Ibnh fresh rjf* of truth, pro¬ 
duce nyihng to the edTincement of icienee or the 
declaration of the (iith, ihu wit instantly poured still 
fresh into our ears, nngubleJ any babbler, ontnn- 
liiited by any tnfler, but passing straight from the 
purest of w, ine-presses into the eats of our metnoiy to 
»e clarified. 

But whenerer it happened that we turned aside to 
the dtia and ptaees where the reendicaats tse hare 
BientieneJ had their eontents, we did not disdain to 
nsit their libraries and any other repositories of bools ( 
nay, there we found heaped op ainid the utmost 
poverty the utmost tichesof wisdom. We discorered 
in their fardels and basletr not only crumbs EiUing 
from the maiten’ table Ibr the dogs, but the shew- 
bread mthout lessen aid the bread of angels haring 
in it all that U deheioiH ; and indeed the gamen of 
Joseph full of com, and all the spoil of the Egyptians, 
and (he very- prerroar gtfri lehtch Quern 5hrba 
brought to Salomon. 

These men are as anta erer prepariug their meat in 
the summer, and iogenions bcea cooliniul]/ fibricat- 
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ing celli of honey They are successon of Dculcel 
in devising all manner of workmanship in silver and 
gold and precious s(on« ibr deconttng the temple of 
the Church The) are cnnomg embroiderers, who 
fashion the breastplate and ephod of the high priest 
and all the various vestments of die priests They 
fashion the cortams of linen and hair and coverings of 
ram’s skins dyed red with which to adorn the taber 
nacle of the Church inilicant TTiC) are husband 
men that tow, oxen treading out corn, sounding 
trumpets, shmmg Pleiades and surs remaining la 
their counes, which cease not to 6ght against Siiera 
And to pay due regard to truth, without prgudiLe to 
the judgment of aoy, although they btelj at the 
eleventh hour have entered the lord s ntiej ard, as the 
books that are so fond of Ui eagerly declared m our 
sixth chapter, they hate added more in this brief 
hour to the stock of the sacred books than all the 
other vine-dressers, following in the footsteps of 
Paul, the last to be called but the first m pretching, 
who spread the gospel of Christ more widely than all 
others Of these men, when we were raised to the 
episco pate we had several of both orders, viz., the 
Preachers and Minors, as persona] attendants and 
companions at our board, men distinguished no less 
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in letien tKjn »a monls who devofeJ thcmK'vw 
wilh unwearied zed co the correaion, exfwitkni, 
tal-ulaiiun, and onnpdjiiofl of vanoui votuaieL But 
although ue hare acqoired a rerj’oumcrous itore of 
anneni ji well at in<dcm works by (be manifold in- 
termeiluliun of the rchgiirur, yet we mud laud the 
Preathen twth tperia) praise, in that »ve have found 
them ahote all the religious meet freely communica¬ 
tive of their ttortv nithodl jealousy, and proved them 
lu be imbued with sn almost Diruie liberality, not 
greedy but 6Eiing posiesson of luminous wisdom. 

BeaiJev aD the oppuriunmes mentioned above, we 
lenred the aeqiuintance of stationers and booksellen, 
not only within our oivn countiy, but of those spread 
over the reatins of France, Germany, and Italy, money 
Hying forth in abundance to anticipate iheirdenuBda; 
nor were they hiuderoj by any distance or ty the 
fury of the seas, or by the tack of means for their 
etpenses, from tending or bringing M Qi the books 
tliac ne reijuimf. For they well knew that their 
expectations of our bounty would not be defrauded, 
but that ample repayment with nsurywas to be found 

Nor, finally, did oor good Icltuivship, which aimed 
to captivate the aSinnion of alf, overlook the rectors 
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of schools and the inuructon of rude bo}-] Hut 
rather, when we hal an opportonity, we entered 
their little plots and ^rdens and gathered sweet- 
smelling flowers from the luifjce and dug up their 
roots, obsolete indeed, but <till useful to the student, 
which might, when their rant harbari m was digested 
heal the pectoral arteries with (he gift of e'oijuence 
Amongst the mass of the-e things we found lome 
greatly meriting to be restored, which when ililfully 
cleansed and freed irom the disflgurmg ruit of age, 
deserved to be renovated into comeliness of aspect 
And applying in full measure the recessary means, si 
a t}pe of the re>uacction to come, we resuscitated 
them and restored them again to new life and health 
Moreover, we had aiwa}s n our diSerent manors 
no small multitude of top) isu and scribes, of binders, 
correctors, illuminators, and generally of all who could 
DsefuUy labour in the service of books Finally, all 
of both sexes and of every tank or position who had 
any kind of association niiK books, could most easily 
open by their knocking the door of our heart, and 
find a fit resting place in onr affection and fiwonr 
In so much did lie rccene those who brought books, 
that the multitude of those who had preceded them 
did not lessen the welcome of the after comers, nor 
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were the favour* we htd awarded yesterday prejo- 
diciil to ihose of to-day Wierefore, ever using all 
the persona we h-tve named aa a kind of magnets to 
attract books, ue had the desired accession of the 
sessels of science and a muItUudinous flight of the 
lineat volumea. 

And this is what we undertook to narrate in the 
present chapter. 



CHAPTFR IX 

HOW, ALTHOUGH WE PRLFEItREO THE WORKS OF 
THE ANCIENTS, WE HAVE NOT CONDEVJNEU 
THE STUDIES OF THE MODERNS 

A lthough th« novelnes or the modems 
were sever disigreesMe to cur desires who 
have always cherished svith grateful affection those 
who devote theniselres to study and who add any 
thing either ingenioos or useful to the opinions of 
our forefathen, yet we have always desired with 
more undoubtinjr aviditv to investigate the well 
tested labours of the ancients For whether they 
had by nature a greater vigour of mental sagaat), 
or whe'her they perhaps indulged in closer applica¬ 
tion to jtady, or whether they svere ass seed in 
^ their progress by both these things, one thing we 
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lire perfectly dear about, tbat tbeir tucceason are 
barely capible of dnewmg the discoveries of their 
forerunners, asd of acqniring (hose things as pupils 
»hich the ancients dag out bf diflicult elTorts of 
discovery. For as sve read (hat the men of old 
weie of a more eaceOent degree of bodily develop¬ 
ment than modem tunes are (bund to produce, it is 
by no means absurd to suppose that roost of the 
ancients were distinguished brighter faculties, 
teeing that in the labours they accomplished of both 
kinds they sre inimitable by posterity. And so 
Phoeat writes m the prologue to his Grammar s 



But 10 truth, if we speak of fmour of learning jr.d 
diligence m siody, they gave up all their lives to 
philosophy ; while iiowada)a out contemporaries care-' 
lessly spend a few years of hot youth, alternating w ith 
the excesses of sice, and when the passions have been 
calmed, and they have attained the capacity of dis¬ 
cerning truth to diSicslt to discover, they soon be¬ 
come involved in world^ aBairs and retire, bidding 
iuewell to the schools of philosophy. They offerthe 
fuming most of their j'onddiil intellect lothediffi- 
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cullies of philosophy, sad bestow the clearer wine 
upon the money malting bnsiness of life Further, 
as Oifid in the first book of the De Vtnk justly com- 
pUms 

The heeru et lU neo after (oU aapire \ 

Thet, ScieoH ' >H ihj Ti<tia eliannt are (old, 

Wheie cha»e embraett ah old tbrir goU, 

\tho trek not thre tbjaeU, but [Ylf (brouth thee, 

Lang eg for nchcs Bot ghdoevfby 
And further on 

Thue Philoeafhy it eero 
Exiled, >Si] rhilofecvey u ^ettn, 

which u known to be the most nolent poison of 
learning 

How the anaents indeed regarded life as the only 
limit of study, is shown by Valerius, in hii book 
addressed to Tiberius, by many examples. Cameades, 
he sap, was a laborioutand lifelong soldier of wisdom , 
after he had lived luneiy years, the ume day put an 
end to his life and hss philosophiziag laocraw m 
his ninety fourth year svmte a most noble work 
Sophocles did the same when nearly a hnnired years 
old. Simonides wrote poems in bis eightieth yesr 
Aulas Gellms d.d not desare to lire longer iha&.he 
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sbould be jble to wnte, as be says himfe)f is the yro- 
logue to the Kortei Atta* 

The fervonr of stad) which possessed Eudid the 
Socratie, Taurus the phUosopher used (o relate to 
incite )oung men to nodj, as Gellius tells in the 
book ue have cneniiDned. For the Atheoiani, hatiog 
the people of hfegara, decreed that if any of the 
Megarenaians entered Athens, he should be pot to 
death Then Euclid, who was a Megaressiao, and 
had attended the lectures of Socrates before this 
decree, diiguiamg himself in a h omta's drew, uwd to 
go from Megara to Athens night to hear Socntei, 
a distance of twenty miles and back. Imprudent 
and excessive was the ferrour of Archimedes, a lover 
of geometry, who nouU net declare his name, nor 
lift his head from the diagram he had drawn, by 
which he might have prdonged his life, bat thinking 
more of study than of Kfc dyed with his Jift-blood 
the figure he was studying. 

There are very ssuny locdi examples of our pro¬ 
position, bot the bsevi?’ we aim at does not allow us 
to recall them. But, painful to rcbte, the derls who 
are famous in these days pursue a very dilTerent 
coarse. Afflicted with ambition in their lender 
years, and slightly gstening lo their untried arms the 
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Icanin wmgj of preitiraptioti, they prematurely snatch 
the master s cap , and mere bojs become unworthy 
professors of the several iacnliie^ through which they 
do not make their way step by step, but like goats 
ascend by leaps and bounds , and, hating slightly 
tasted of the mighty stream they think that they have 
drunk it dry, though iheir throats are hardly mois 
tened And because they are oot grounded m the 
fim rudiments at the Cuing time, they build a totter¬ 
ing edifice on an urisuble foundation, and now that 
they hate grown up, they are ashamed to learn what 
they ought to have learned while young, and thus 
they are compelled to suder lor ever for too hastily 
jutnpifig at dignities they hate not deserved For 
these and the like reasons the tyros m the Khools do 
not attain to the solid terming of the incientr in a 
lew short houn of study, although they may eujoy 
distinctions, may be accorded titles, be authorized by 
official robes, and solemnly insuUed in the chairs of 
the elden just snatched fiom the cradle and hastily 
weaned, they mouth she rules of Priscian and Donatus, 
while still beardless b«^ they gabble with chddish 
stammering the Cate^mes and Ptn Htrmneiai, in 
the writing of svhtch the great Aristotle is said to 
have dipped hii peo in his heart s blood Passing 
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ektaugh tJi«« &cs!rief »iitk fetue/ul Jijsfe tnd » kirni- 
ful diplonu, they Say violmt handi upon Moses, and 
sprinkling about their faces dark waters and thick 
clouds of the skies, they o^ (heir heads, cnhonoured 
by tie tno«t of age, for tie mitre of the pontificate. 
This pest is greatly encouraged, and they are helped 
to attain tbs fantastic d^cate with inch nimble 
Heps, by Papal ptoinsions obtained by iosidioui 
prayers, and also by the pruyen, which nt*y not be 
rejected, of canitnals and great men, by the cupidity 
of frieodi and rebiires, who, building up Sion in 
blood, secure eccleuasiical dignities for their nephewi 
and pupils, before they are seasoned by the coune »f 
nacnre or ripeneu of learning. 

Alas ! by the ume disease which we ate deploring, 
we see that the Palladium of Pans has been carried 
off in these sad limes of onrs, wherein the real of 
chat noble nnirersity, whose tap once shed light into 
every comer of the world, bis grown lukeuann, nay, 
U all but frozen. There the pen of ereiy scribe is 
now It rest, generalioni of books no longer succeed 
each other, and there is none who begins to take 
place as a newauthw. Th^ wrap np their doctrioes 
in unskilled discourse, and are losing all propriety of 
logic, eicept that oor Engliih subtleties, which they 
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denounce in publu, a e the inbjcct of iheir furtire 
vigils 

Admirable Minerva teemt lo bend her conne to 
all the nations of the earth, and reacheth from end to 
end tnighti’jr, that she may reveal hetself to all man 
kind. \\ e see that she hra already visited the Indians, 
the Babylonians, the Egyptians and Greeks, the Arabs 
and the Romans Now she has passed by Pans, and 
now has happily come to Britain, the mo,t noble of 
islands, nay, rather a mmrocosm id itself (hat she 
may show herself a debtor both to the Greek* and 
to the Batbarians At nhich wondroua sight it ii 
conceived by most men, that at philosophy is now 
lukewarm to Frame, so her soUiety are unmanned 
and languishing 
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OP TUB GRADUAL PERFeCTINO OF BOOKS 

W HILE itudooutl/ <e<liin; out the 

of the men of oIJ, tccor<Jmg to the counsel 
uf (he Wise Min {Ectles. ixxii}. The u’ite man, 
Ke tays, wiU teeL out the vtttdoRi of all the incientt, 
H« have no: ilu>ugh( fit (o be miilcii into the 
opinion that the fim fiuinden of the arti hive 
potged away all crudenet^ knowing that the dil- 
coveriej of each of the Ciithfijl, when weighed in a 
laithful balance, malea a tiny portion of science, bat 
that by the aaxioua investigationi of a multitude of 
tcKoUn, each as it were oontitbutisg his share, the 
mighty bodies of the sciences have grown by succeisive 
augmentations to the immense bulk that we now be¬ 
hold. For the disciple^ continally melting down the 
doctrines of their mastery and passing them again 
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through the furnace, drote off the drosi that had been 
preTiously overloolted, unul there came out refined 
gold tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times 
to perfection, and stained by no admixture of error or 

For not even Arutotle, although a man of gigantic 
intellect, in whom it pleased Nature to tty how much 
of reason *6e could bestow upon morCaiity, and whom 
the Most High nude only a little lower than the 
angel!, sucked from his own fingers those wonderful 
volumes sshich the whole world can hardly contain 
But, on the contrary, wi|ih lynx e;ed penetration he 
had seen through the sacred boob of the Hebrews, 
the Babylonians, the Egvpcians, the Chald-eans, the 
Persuns and the Medes, all of which learned Greece 
had transferred into her treasuries Whose true say 
tap he received, but tnxxirfaed aivay their cradities, 
pruned their luperfioities, supplied their deficiencies, 
and removed their errors And he held that we 
should give thanks not only to those who teach rightly, 
but even to those who err, as affording the way of 
more easily investigating truth, as he plainly declares 
in the secxind book of his Metaphysics Thus many 
learned lawyen contributed the Pandects, many 
physicians to the Tegni, a"d it was by this means 
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that Avicenni edited hii Cmon, acd Plln/hi> great 
work on Natural Histoiy, and Ptolemy the Almagest. 

For as m the writers of annals it is not difHcull to 
lee that the later writer always presupposes the earlier, 
without whom he could by no means relite the 
former times, n too we are to chink of the authors of 
the sciences. For no man by himself has brought ibrch 
any science, since between the earliest ttndenCs and 
those of the latter time we find mtermediaries, ancient 
if they be compared with oar own age, but modem 
if we think of the fbundaiions of learning, and these 
men we consider the most learned. What would 
Virgil, Che chief poet among the Larins, hare aehlevedt 
if he had not despoiled Theocritus, Lucretius, and 
Homer, and had not ploughed with their heifer I 
What, nnless again and again he had read somewhat 
of Farthenius and Pindar, whose eloquence he could 
by no means imitate/ What could Sallust, TuUy, 
Boethius, Maciobins, Lactantius, Mirtbnus, and m 
short the whole tim^ of Latin writers hare done, if 
they had i ot seen the productions of Athens or the 
Tolumes of the Greeks / Ceftei, little wou’d Jerome, 
master of three langsuges, Ambrotiiis, Augustine, 
though he conleHCs Shat he hated Greek, or eren 
Gregory, who is said to hare been wholly ignorant of 



PERPFCTlNG Op BOOKS 


75 

It, hive contributed to the doctnne of the Church, if 
more I'lmed Greece h»d not furniihed them from its 
stores. As Rome, wstered by the streams of Greece 
hid earlier brought forth philosophers m the image of 
the Greeks, in like (ashioD afterwards ic prtsduced 
doctors of the orthodox frith The creeds we chant 
are the rweat of Grecian brows, promulgated by their 
Councils, and established by the martyrdom of many 
Yet their mtural slowness, as it happens, tunas to 
the gloiy of the Latins, since as they were less learned 
ID their studies so thev were less perverse in their 
errors In truth, the Ansn heresy had all bet eclipsed 
the whole Church . the Kestonan wickedness pre 
sum'd to rave with blasphemous rage agimst the 
Virgin, (or it would have robbed the Queen of 
Heaven, not in open %hc but m dtsputation, of her 
name and character as Mt/ier »f G^i unless the in 
Vincible champion Cynl, ready to do single battle. 
With the help of the Council of Ephesus, had in 
Vehemence of ^int nne>l7 extinguished it Innu 
merable are the forms as well as the authon of Greek 
heresies , (or as they were the original cultivators of 
our holy frith, so too they were the fint sowers of 
tares, as is shown by veracious history And thus 
they went on from bad to wone, because in en- 
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deavounng to part the teamteu vesture of the Loji, 
they totally deatroyed primitive siitiplirity of doctrine, 
and blinded by the daibiess of noteJty woolJ &11 
into the boitomless unless He provide for them 
in Hii injccuuble pretogittve, whose wisdom is past 
reckoning. 

Let this suffice ; for here we reach the limit of our 
power of judgment. One thing, however, we con¬ 
clude from the premises, that the ignorance of the 
Greek tongue is now a great hindrance to the study 
of the Latin writers, since without it the doctrines of 
the ancient authors, whether Christian or Gentile, 
cannot be understood. And we must come to a like 
judgment as to Arabic lo numerous astronomical trea¬ 
tises, and as to Hebrew as regards the text of the Holy 
Bible, which deficiencies, indeed, OesieBt V. provides 
for, if only the bishop would frithfuUy observe what 
they so lightly decree. Wherefore we have uken 
care to provide a Greek as well as a Hebrew grammar 
for our Kholars, with certain other aids, by the help 
of which studious readers may greatly inform them¬ 
selves in the writing reading, and nuderstanding of 
the said tongues, although only the hearing of them 
can teach correctness tsf idiom. 
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ViHY WE HAVE PREFEKREO EOOKS OF UBERAl 
LEARNINO TO BOOKS OF LAW 

T hat lao^tiTc practice of posiliTc law, <ie 
iigoed for the ditpcQsatioi) of earthly tbiogi, 
the more uiefd tt u fiioDd ^ the children of this 
world, lo much the less does it aid the children 
of fight in comprehending the myiienes of holy wnt 
and the seaet sacratnenu of the fiith, seeing that 
It disposes us peculiarlj to the friendship of the 
s rorld , b)' which man, as S James testifies, is made 
the enem) of Cod’ law indeed' encourages rather 
than extinguishes the contentions of minhind, which 
are the result of unbounded gteed, by complicated 
laws, which can be tamed either way , though we 
know that it was created jvnsconsolts and pious 
princes for the purpose of assuaging these contentions 
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clnsion to principles, ike nhc^ bod^ of science mil 
be fiiU of light, having no part dark. But lai^s, on 
the coDtrarj, Jince they are only human cnaeimentJ 
for the regulation of social life, or the >okes of princes 
thrown over the necb of their subjects, refuse to be 
brought to the standard of s rnter esis, the origin of 
equity, because the} feel that they possess more of 
arbitrary will than rational judgment Wherefore 
the judgment of the wise for the most part is that 
the causes of laws are not a fit subject of ducusssoo 
In truth, many laws acquire force by mere custom, 
not by syllogistic necessity, like the arts as Aritcotle, 
the Phabus of the Schools, urges 10 the second book 
of the Politics, where he confotes the policy of 
Hippodamus, which holds out rewards to the in 
Veniots of new laws, because to a broga te old law s and 
establish new ones u to weaken the force of those 
which Mist For whatever receives its stability from 
use alone must necessarily be broughc to nought by 

From which it w seen dearly enough, that as laws 
are neither arts nor sciences, » books of law cannot 
properly be called books of art or science Nor is 
this faculty which we nuy call by a special term 
gnAgta, or the earthly science, to be properly num- 
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the Ktencei. Now (he booli of the 
liVeral ant are iq c«efu) (ethe dirine wntinp, (hat 
Kithoui their aid the intelleet wouU viinl^ a'pire to 
nndentand (hem. 



CHAPTER X(r 


WHY WB HAVE CAUSED BOOKS OF CKAMMAB TO 
BB to DtUCtNTLY ERtPAKBD 

W HILE «r« cr«f« coiMuntIf dd'gbtmg oor* 
sdT« witE tbe reading of boob, tt 
waa oar CDStom (O read or have read to ui every 
day, we noticed plainly bow much the defective 
knowledge even of a single word hmden the under 
rtanding, u the meaning of oo tencence can be 
apprehended, if any part of it be not ondentood 
Wherefore we ordered the meanings of foreign word* 
to be noted with pailictilar care, and itudied the 
orthography, piotody, etymology, and lynu* m 
ancient grammanani with oardazing carcfiifnea*, asd 
took pain* to elucidite terms that had grown too 
olscrore by age with soitahle es{4anitions, in order 
to make a smooth p4ih for our atudenu 
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Thu it the whole renoo whjr we took «re W 
rrrbce the intujttJfed eolome. of the EnmmnJai ^ 
imptoteJ .oJ.c«.»h.t we m.ght mike r^il 
by which our •choUn in time » come might aitim 
wilhoit itutnhliiig » eoy eucm-e. 



CHAPTER XIII 

WHY \V1 HAVE NOT WHOUY NEOI.ECTJD THE 
FABLES OF THE WETS 

A ll ths ran«(ies of attack directed agsimit th« 
poets bj the Io%ets of naked troth ma^ be 
repelled by a two fold defence either that even 
in an onseemly subject matter we may learn a 
charmiag fishioa of speech, oe chat tvhere a haitious 
but becoming subject is handled, natural or historical 
truth IS punued under the guise of allegorical 

Although It IS true that all men naturally desire 
knowledge, yeC (hey do oocaB Cake the same pleasure 
in learning On the contrary, when they have ex 
penenced the bbour of study and Rnd their senses 
weaned, most men inconaiderately Sing away the nut, 
before they have broken the shell and reached IKe 
--- ^ _ 
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bf the Pm as a fofry and precipitous 

rock, which no help of ladders couU enable them to 
scale ' Till 11 a tarJ lajieg, they crcUim, end vie 
cen rtreiet 1/ The child of loconstanc}, who ended 
by wishing to be (nnslbrmed into an au, would per 
hape never have given up the study of philoioph)', if 
he had met him in friendly guise veiled noder th' 
cloak of pleasure , but anon, astonished by Cnto's 
chair and ttruek dumb by his endless queitiont, as by 
a sudden thonderboU, he saw no refuge but in 
flight 

So much we have alleged m defence of the poets , 
lod now we proceed to diow that those who study 
them with proper intent are not to be condemned in 
regard to them For our ignorance of one single 
word prevents the understaoding of a whole long 
sentence, as was asnuned in the previous chapter 
As now the sayings of the saints frequently allude to 
the inventions of the poets, tt must needs happen li..'t 
through our no: knomng the poem referred to, the 
whole meaning of the antboc u completely obscured, 
and assuredly, as Cassiodcmis says in hu book 0/' tit 
Imniutel c/ Seerrd Litereljn Those things are not 
to be considered trifles without which great things 
cannot come to pass It follows ihereibre ihit 
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through ignorance of ^ uni.1crsUnd 

Jerome, Augujrme, Boediiiu, Lactintias, SHonlur, 
and very many othen, a catalogue of <*hom would 
more than fill a long chapter 

The Venenble Bede haa very dearly diacussed and 
determined this doubtful point, aa u related by that 
great compjJer Gnuan, the repeater of numerous 
authors, who is as confused in form as he was eager 
m collecting matter for his eompJation, Now he 
writes in his 37th section: Some read secular Uteri* 
tore for pleasore, tabing delight in the invention* 
and elegant language of the poets ; but others study 
this literature for the salie of ccholarship, that by their 
reading they may leans to detest the errors of the 
GentiJea and may devoutly apply ivhat they find 
useful in them to the use of saaed learning. Such 
men study secular literature in 3 laudable manner. 
So far Bede, ' 

Taking this salutary instruction to heart, let the 
detractors of thoie'wbo study the poets henceforth 
hold their peace, andlfetnot (hose who are ignorant 
of these things requitAjhat others should be as igno¬ 
rant as themselves, lor s^ is the consolation of the 
wretched. And theieiMC let eveiy man see that hia 
own intentions are uprigh^ and he may thus make of 
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anv sut^cct, ob$erving the lunitationi of virtue, a 
»tudy acceptable to God And if Jie iiave found 
profit in poetry, as Ac great VjrgiJ relites that he 
had done in Ennius he mil not have done amiss 



CHAPTER XIV 


WHO OUGHT TO BE SPECIAL LOVERS OP BOOKS 

T O him who FCCoUecu whst has been said 
before, i( is plain and evident who ooght to 
be the ehtef lovers of boob. For those who have 
most need of wisdom in order to perferm userully 
the dociea of their position, thep are without doubt 
most especially bouod to show more absndancly to 
the sacred vessels of wisdom the aniioiU alTectioo 
of a gTateful heart. How it u the oSice of the 
wise man to order rightly both bimsetf and others, 
according to the Fhceboa of philosophers, Aristotle, 
who deceives not nor is deceived in human things. 
Wherefore princes and prelates, jodga and doctors, 
and all other leaden of the oonunonwetlth, as mote 
than others they have need of wisdom, so more 
than others ought they to show teal for the vessels 
of wisdom. 

iloethius, indeed, beheld Fldlosophy bearing a 
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»c«ptre in her left h»»d »nd books in her ngbt, by 
wliich iC It evident]/ shown to all laeo that ao one 
can rightly rule a conunonwealtK without books 
'Thou, says Boethius, speaking to Philosophy, hast 
aanctiooed this saying by the mouth of Plato, that 
states would be happy tf they were ruled by students 
-of philosophy, or if their mien would study philo¬ 
sophy And again, we are taught by the\e»y gesture 
ofthe figure that m to (ar as the right hand is better 
than the left, so (ar the contemplative life is more 
worthy than the active (i(e , and at the ume time we 
ere shown that the busioeai of the wise man » to 
devote himself by turns, now to the study of truth, 
and now to the dispensatiois of temporal things 
Vfe read that Philip thanked the Coda devoutly 
(or having granted that Alexander should be bom in 
the time of Aristotle, so that educated under his m 
struction he snighr he wonhy to rule his Liber’s 
empire. While Phaeton inuktlkd in driving becomes 
the chanoteer of his Other's car, he unhappily dis 
tributes to mankind the beat of Phtrbus, now by 
excessive neamc^ and novr by withdrawing it too 
(ar, and so, lest all beneath him should be imperilled 
by the doseness of hi* dnrmg, justly deserved to be 
struck by the thunderlxJt. 
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The history of the Gteeb a« well is Romans iKow» 
that there were no £imouj princes among them who 
were devoid of literature. The sacred law of Moses 
in prescribing to the king a rule of government, en¬ 
joins him to have a copy made ofrhc hook oT Divine 
law (Deut. avii.) according to the copy shown by 
the priests, in which he was to read aH the days of 
his life. Certes, God Himseli^ who hath made and 
who fsshioneth every day the hearts of every one of 
as, knows the feebleness of bonan memory and the 
mitability of virtuous imeBiionsintnaBkind. Wbere- 
Ibre He hat willed that books should be as it were an 
antidote to all evil, the reading and use of which He 
has commanded to be (he healthful daily nourish¬ 
ment of the sosl, so that ^ them the intellect being 
refreshed and neither weak oor doubtful should 
never hesitate in action. This subject is elegantly 
handled by John of Sabsbury, in his PiScrttien. In 
conclusion, all classes of men who are conspicuous by 
the tonsure or the sign of clntkship, against whom 
books lifted up their voices in the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth chapters, are bound to serve books with perpe¬ 
tual veneration. 



CHAPTER XV 


or THS ADVANTACtS OF THE lOVE OF BCX)KS 

I T tnnKEsds the powet of human inteUect, how 
ever deepl/ it map have drunk of the Peguein 
fount, to deT«lop fUlj the title of the preaent 
chapter Though one ahouM apeal: with the tongue 
of men and angeU> though he ahould become a 
Mercaty or Tally, though be ahoulJ grow iweet 
with the milky eloquence of Li»y, yet he vnll plead 
the itammenng of Mosea, or with Jeremiah will 
cosfesa that he ta but a buy and cannot apeak, or 
will imitate Echo rebounding from the mojntaint. 
For we know that the love ofbooka it the aame 
thing ti the love of wndom, at wai pitnel in the 
•econd chapter Kow tkia love la called by the 
Greek word the whole virtue of which 

no created Intel igetwc can comprehend j for ahe u 
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belicTcd to be the mother of all good things ; Wiv 
dom vii. She ai a beaTcai}' dew extinguishes the 
heats of fleshly rices, the intense acUvity of the 
menul forces relaxing the v^ur of the animal forces, 
and slothfulness being whoDy put to flight, which 
being gone all the boHs of Cupid are unstrung. 

Hence Plato uys m the PbtJa: The philosopher 
is manifest in this, that he dissevers the soul from 
communion with the body. Love, says Jerome, 
the knowledge of the scriptures, and thou wtlt not 
love the Tices of the flesh. The godlike Xeueeracea 
showed (hit by the flrmnets of his reason, who Wit 
declared by the iamous heiasm Phryne to be l 
itatue and not a man, when all her blandishments 
could not ihake hit resolve, as Valerias Mixifflut 
relates at length. Our own Ongen thowed this also, 
who chose rather to be unscxed by the mutilation of 
himself, than to be made efleiniiute by the omnipo> 
tence of woman—though it was a hasty remedy, re¬ 
pugnant alike to nature and to virtue, whose place it 
is not to make men insensible to passion, but to slay 
with the dagger ot" reason the pssfons that spring 
from instinct. 

Again, all who ate sm'irtea vrith the love of books 
think cheaply of the wotM and vrealth ; as Jerome 
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which we behold in inni ihe Creator and the 
creature, and draw from Mteaim of perpetual glad- 
nesi Faith it estaHuhed (he poiver of boobi; 
hope is strengthened their sobce, insomuch that 
patience and the consolalkm of teripture we are 
in good hope. Chuitp ia not potfed up, but Is 
ed'ifie'd bp the knowledge of true learning, and, 
indeed, it is dearer than light that the Church it 
established upon the tacred writings. 

Boob delight us, when prosperKp smiles upon ds { 
thep comfort ua inseparablp when stormp fortune 
frowns on ui Thep lend validly to human com* 
pacts, and no icnous judgments are propounded 
without iheir help, Arts and acienees, all the ad* 
mintages of which no mind an enumerate, coniist in 
books. How highlp most we estimate the wondrous 
power of books, since through them we lurvep the 
Utmo't bounds of the world and iime, and contem¬ 
plate the things that are » well as those thit are 
cot, as it were in the mirror of eternitp. In books 
we climb mountains and scan the deepest gulfr of 
the abyss; in books we bdudd the fintip tribes 
that map not exist out^e their natire waters, dis¬ 
tinguish the properties of streasiu and springs and 
of various lands I from boob we dig out gems and 
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raetab and the materials of every kind of mineral, 
and learn the virtues of herbs and trees and plants, 
and survey at will the whole progeny of Neptune, 
Certs, and Fluto. 

Bat if we {rfease to vnit the heavenly inhabitants, 
Taurus, Caucasus, and Olympus arc at hand, from 
which we pass beyond the realms of Juno and mart 
out the temiones of the seven pbneta by lines and 
circles And finally we traverse the loftiest firma- 
nest of aU, adorned with sigos, degrees, and figures 
ia the Btaiost ranety There «e injpect the ast 
arctic pole, which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard , 
we admire the luminous Milky Wif and the Zodiac, 
marrellojs'y and delightfully pictured with celestial 
animals Theacc books we pass on to separate 
substances, that the miellect maygreet kindred lutelli 
gences, and with the mind's eje may discern the 
hirst Cause of all things and (he Unmoved Mover of 
infinite virtue, and may insirene tbelf in love with 
out end. See how with the aid of books we attain 
the reward of our beatitude, while we ire yet 
K^oumers bdow. 

Why need we say more f Certes, ;ust as we have 
learnt on the authorjiy 0/ Seneca, leisure without 
letters Is death and (he tcpultare of the hnug, to 
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contririwise we conclude tMt occupation with 
letters or boob is the Hie of mao. 

Again, b)- means of boob we communicate to 
iHenis as well as foes what we cannot safe?/ entrust 
to messengers; since the bool is geoeraUf aDowed 
access to the chamben of princes &om which the 
soice of lU author would be ngidlf eicluded, at Ter- 
tullian otserres at the beginning of hit Jfiliplitut. 
When shut up in prison and in bonds, and utterly 
' depriTed of bodal)’ iberty, we ose boob as ambasaa- 
don to our friends, and entrust them with the cos* 
dnet of our cante, and tend them where to go 
ontselves would incut the penalty of death, By the 
aid of boob we remember things that are past, and 
cvea prophesy as to the furore : and thbgi praens 
which shift and Sow, we perpcTOale by committing 
them to wnting. 

The felicitous studiousness and the studious felicity 
of the all-powerfiil eouach, of whom we are toid in 
the Acts, who had been ao mightily lindted by the 
love of the prophetic writiogs that he ceased not 
from tus reading by reason of his journey, had 
banished all thought of the populous palace of Queen 
Candace, and had forgotten eren the treasures of 
which he was the leeper, and bad neglected alike hii 
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journey anJ the cfianoi m wbic^ he ndi. Love of 
his booi: alone \vb0D7 this ( 3 i>n»ci]e of 

dustit}, uaJer whose ^idasce he soon Jc'-rred to 
enter the gate c>f liiih O gncious Jove of boots, 
which by the grace of baptwm cwnsSjrmed the child 
of Gehenna anii ncnJisg i f Tarurus into a Son of 
rhe Kingdom' 

Let ih* feeble pen now cet e from the tenor of an 
infinite u>!i, Jest >r teem foo} rhjj to sniemke nhit 
in (he beginning it cDnrei<c<l to be impossible to 
aay 



CHAPTER XVI 

THAT JT IS MEWTORIOVS TO WRITE SEW 
BOOKS AND TO RENEW THE OLD 

J UST u it IS MMsury fbr th« sut« to prepare 
amt 4ncl to prortJc sbundtnt stem of rie(u>ib 
for the tuhViers who *t« lo light fot it, so it is fitting 
for che Church Milicaac to fortify itself Agsiott (he 
sitaulcs of pagint soJ herelia with a multitode of 
totind writings. 

But becaose ili the app'iinces of mortal men iMth 
the lapse of time sailer the decay of mortality, it is 
needful to leplace the Tolumei that ue worn out 
with age by fresh soccesson, that the perpetuity^ 
which the iadiridoal is ^ its oiture il^pabla m^v 
be secured to the species; and hence it » that the 
Preacher says ; (y laeiy itski llfrt ir tu fsJ. 

For as the bodies of boob, seeing that they are 
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Ibrmsd of » corabinjtion of contrary eUrnentj, under 
go a continual (ii«>o)utioa of cbcir structure, k> b} 
the forethought of the dergy a reneiy should be 
found, by means of which the sacred book pi) mg the 
debt of nature may obuio a nitunl heir and ma) 
raise up like seed to its dead brother, and thus caiy 
be verified that saving of Lcclesiasticus Ilii father 
IS dead, and he is as if he were not dead ; for he 
hath left one behind him that u like himself And 
thus the transcription of ancient books is as it were 
the begetting of fresh sons, on whom the olfice uf 
the lather may deiolse, test it sufTsr detriment Nosv 
aucli transeribers are caQed whose occu- 

pitienj Casiodorus confesses ple*se him aboie all the 
ta>b of bodily labour, adding " Happ) efTurt," he 
says, " Imdab'e tnJustty, to pmuth to men with the 
hand, to let loose tongues with the fngers, silently to 
give salvation to tnoruls, and to fight with pen and 
ink agvnst the iBiat wiles of the Evil One." So fir 
Cauiodorus. .Moreover, our Saviour exercised the 
o'iice of the scribe when fk icoopej domi and itith 
Hi» finger wrote on the ground (joha riii ), that 
no one, howeier exalred, suy thjak it unworthy of 
him to do what he aeev the wisdom of God the 
bather did. 
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O jingular scrcni^ of writing, to practise which the 
Artificer of the worhJ uoops down, *t whose drcid 
name every knee doth bow! O tenerahlc handicraft 
pre-eminent above all other crafts that ire practised 
by the hand of man, to which our Lord humbly in¬ 
clines Ilii breast, to which the finger of God is 
applieil, performing the office of a pen ' We do not 
read of tlie Son of God that He sowed or ploughed, 
wove or digged i nor did any other of the mechanic 
arts befit the divine vviadom incarnate except to trace 
letieti tn writing, that ereiy gentleman and icioliit 
may know chat lingers are given by God to men for 
the task of writing rather than lor war. Wherefore 
we entirely approve the judgment of books, wherein 
the) declared m our sixth chapter the clerk who can¬ 
not write to be as it were disabled. 

God h'f'rif inscribes the just in the book of the 
living; Moses received the tables of stone written 
with the finger of God. Job desires lltat he himself 
that judgeth would ivritea book. Bcisluszar trembled 
Vnen Ve sitw tkie hngeis tfi a marf s'nan^ writing upon 
the vrall, Afoir Itirl fhant. 1 wrote, says Jeremiah, 
with ink in the book. Christ bids Kls beloved disciple 
John, What thou seest write in a book. So the office 
of the writer is enjoined on Isaiah and on Joshua, that 
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the act and skill of wnCiag may be comni-aJed w 
fjture generations Christ Himtdf has written on Hu 
vesture and on Hii thigh Atitg- ^ ktnp eni lnU sf 
LtrJs, so that Without wnting the ro^al ornaments of 
the Otnnijxitenc cannot be made pcEfect Cemg 
dead they cease not to teaih, who write bo sks of sacred 
Iciraing Caul did mote for baiUmg up the fabriL of 
the Church by writing hit holy epistles, than by 
preaching ky word of mouth to jc'vs and Ocntdei 
fis who has atteinoJ the prise Loniinues liail) h) 
booU, what he long ago Vegan while a sojourner 
vpaa tl>A ett^b., uvl th<.s w fa' ' I in tl hnuiats 
writing boob the u^mgof the Pu^'iet Ih v hi 
turn many to righteousness tball be as tiie stars ii>r 
ever and ever 

Moreover, it has been d-iermmed by the doctot ul 
the Church chat the longesitv of the ancjcots, bci >rc 
God destroyed the original world by the Deluge, isto 
be arertbed to a cniracle and not to uatnee , xs though 
Goil granted to them such kngth of daw as was re* 
qaiwl for fiading oat tfw Kicncet and writing theai 
in books, amongst which the wonderful tariety of 
astronomy rtijuirol, accird og to Jt»sphut, a period c 
III hond^ yean, to iubmit at to ocular observation 
Nor, inde~d, do tii"y denv that the froiw of the earth 
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in lhal pniiiiii\e »j,e aSorJcd t more OBliiliO'U »K- 
nv:nt to men tKan in one ntoJecn times, ati<l thus the}' 
had nol onli a livelier eoei:Q’ of bodv, but aUoa more 
lenglhened period of ngoar ; lo nhich it contributed 
not a lili!c that they lived according to eirtce and 
denied i)iai),c]ics all luxurious delights, ^^'lloever 
thvTcfoTt ii ly the good gift of G*A endoned with 
gilt of 9i.ieni.e, Ut him, according to the counul of the 
Moty Spirit, write wisdom lo his time of leiiure 
(EcOuf.xxrviii.), that tnsrewardmay be with thebleeed 
and hii da^t may be lengthened in this present world. 

And fwther, if we turn out dncwne to the ptincts 
of the world, we Itnd that 6mous emperors not only 
attsined excellent shill in the an of writing, but in¬ 
dulged greatly in its practice. Julius Ciesar, the fne 
and greaicrt of them all. has left u Conuocnianes on 
the Gallic and the Cieil Watt wtvtten by himself; he 
syrole also two books D^ jtmkpa, and two booU of 
-f»/ii.rT/..v, and a poem called Iter, and many other 
MOrU Julius and Augustus devised means of writing 
one better lor another, ani ao conccaTing what they 
V, rote. For Julius put the {burth letter fos the £nt, and 
so on through the alphabet; whilst Angustna used the 
second Ibr the first, the third Car the second, and so 
throughout. He is said in the greatest difficulties of 
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affairt during the Mutinenwan War to hive read and 
written and even declaimed cvet7 day Tiberius wrote 
a ly/ic poem and some Greek verses Claudius Iikeivise 
Was skilled in both Greek and Latm, and wrote several 
books But Xxtus ^vas skiBed above all men in the 
art of writing, and easily imiuced any hand he chose, 
so that he used to uy that if he had wished it he might 
have becanie a most akiUiil forger AU these things 
are noted by Suetoniut la his Lues of the Xil Cxsart. 



CHATTER XVH 

oy &HOWIKG DUB PROPRJBTT IN THE CUSIODY 
OF BOOKS 

W E src Rui onl) tendering nrviee to God io 
preparing tolomes of new bool>) but also 
exercising an oiiee of ucred piety svbea tve treat 
boob carefully, and agiin when tee restore tliem to 
their proper placet aod coiemeod them to intiolable 
custody 5 that they twy tejoiee tn purity while we 
have them m our handv and rest securely when 
they are put baeV in their repositwics And surely 
next Co the vestments and rctscls dedicated to the 
Lord’s body, holy boob deserve to be nghtly treated 
by the clergy, to wldch great injury U done so ofitn 
as they are touched by andean hands. VVhereibre 
we deem It expedient to mm our students of various 
Dcgligences, which might always be easily avoided 
and do svonJerful harsn to boob. 



THE CUSTODY OF BOOKS 105 

And in ihe first plice ai to ihe opening and dosing 
of books, let there be doe moderation, that thep be 
not nndasped in precipitate haste, nor when we have 
finished our inspection be put away w ithout being duly 
do ed For it behaves us to guard a book much more 
carefally than a boot 

But the race of scholars is commonly badly brought 
up, and anless the; are bridled to b) the rules of their 
elders they mdolge 10 infinite paenlities They be 
have with petulance, and are puCeJ up with presamp 
tion, judging of everything at if thes svere certain, 
thnagh the/ are altogether ioeiperieni.ed 

You ma) happen to tee some headstrong >ojth 
laaily loungiDg over his sraiies,ani when the winter's 
frost IS sharp, hu oo>e running from the nipping cold 
drips down, nor does he think of wiping it with his 
pocket handkerchief nniil he has bedewed the book 
before him with (he ugly moisture Would that he 
hkl belbre him no book, but a cobbler’s apron * His 
j.v Xi'fk) nwiXfvJ £)sb ja Waak av '''•wV 
which he marks any pasiag* that pleases him He 
dislnbates a multitude of sltavrs, whiJi he inserts to 
itici out <n drfle'eat places the halm may re- 

m nd him of whit his memory cannot retain. These 
straws, because the book has no stomach to digest 
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then, and no one taha them out, lint distend the 
book from its Honteil dsKing, jod at len^h, being 
Ofdes'l/ abandoned to oUirion, go to decay. He 
docs not fear to eat fitsit or dieese orer an open book, 
OT caieiessly to carry a cup to aisd {rom bis mouth •, 
and because he has no wattet at hand he drops into 
booka the fragments that arc lefr. Continually chatter- 
ing.heis nerer wear) ofdisputingwith hit eempanioas, 
and sshtU h« iUeg«t a crowd oC Knseleas aegumeat*, 
he tvtts the book lying half open in his lap nith 
sputtering thossen. Aye, and then hastily folding hit 
arms he leant fonvard on the book, and by a brief tpeil 
of stud) Invites a prolonged nap ( and then, by way 
of mending the wrinkles, he folds back the margin of 
the leaves, to the no siaall injury of the book. Now 
the rain i( over and gone, and the dowers have ap¬ 
peared in our land. Then the scholar we are ipeakiug 
ofj a oeglecter rather than an isspecter of books, vvill 
stuff his soiumesvsUi vudets, and primroses, with roses 
and quatreibil. Then he vriU ose his net and 
penprfing hands to suns over the‘rokames j then he 
ivill thump the white vcDiim with gloves covered with 
alt kinds of vlun, and trills bis finger clad in long-used 
leiiher imU hunt line by Esse through the page j then 
at the sting of the biting dea the sacred book is flung 
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aside, and is hardly shot for another month, until it is 
so full of the dust that has found its tray within, that 
It resists the erort to clone, it 

But the handling of books 11 specially to be forbid 
den to those shameless yonths, tvho as soon os they 
hate learned to form the shapes of letters, straightway, 
if the) have the opportunity, become unhappy com 
mentators, and wherever they find an extra margin 
about the text, famish it with mon trout alphabets, 
or if any other frivolity strikes their fancy, « once 
their pea begins to write it There ihe Latinist and 
soph Iter and every unlearned wnier tries the fitne s 
of hi* pen, a practice that we have frequently seen 
injunog the use‘'aln''3and ralocofthe most beautifJ 
bMks. 

Again, there is a elm ofthievo shamefiiDy tnnulat 
ing books, who cot away the margins from the sides 
to use as maierul fur ictteis, leaving only the text, or 
employ the leaves from the ends, inserted for the 
protection of the book, for various uses and abuses— 
a kind of sacTuege which should be prohibited by the 
threat of anathema 

Agatn, K u part of the decency of tchoUrs that 
wheocser they relDm from meals to their study, 
washing should inrariiUy precede reading, and that 



CHAfTER XVIII 


SHOWEIH UlAT we HAVE COIXECTED SO CRT AT 
sroeK US sooKs for tiif common benefit 
OF KHOtABS ANO NOT ONIV FOB OOB OWN 
PLEASURE 

N othing in human aflam it nore unjuit 
thin <ln( tho4e thing* wbKh are most right- 
cousT)* done. ihouIJ be jvrreited b/ the alaaderi of 
milicioui usee, and that one ihoalJ bear the re¬ 
proach of aln where he haa rather deserved the hope 
of honour. Manj thsnga are done with tm|1eni-«s 
of eye, the right hand bsowcih not what the left 
hand doth, the loisp is oncorrupted bp leaved, nor 
IS the garment woven et woo) and Iiseti > and pet 
by the trickcip of pcrsenc men a pioua work is 
mecdaciondp transformed into some monstrous act. 
Certes, auchii the oohapiy condition^of sinful nature, 
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that not merely in acts that are morallj doubtful it 
idoptJ the not e conilusion , bat often it dcprulcs 
by inicjuitous jubters on those nhich have the appear 
ance of rectitude 

For although the Jove of bookt from the nature of 
Its object bean die aspect of goodness } et, wonderful 
(o say, It has rendered ns obnoxious to the censures 
of many, by ivhose astoaishmcnt ire were duparatpJ 
and censured, now for excess of curiosity, now for the 
exhibition of vanity, now for intemperance of del ght 
la literature, though indeed n« nere no more di 
turbed by their vituperatioa than by the barling of 
10 many dogs, tatisli^ mth the testimony of Him to 
whoa It appcrraiaeth to try the burn and reint 
For as the aim and purpose of our inmost will u 
inscrutable to men and is seen of God alone, the 
searcher of hearty they deseire to be rebuked for 
their pernicious tementy, who so eagerly set a mark 
of coudemiiation upon homao acts, the ultimate 
»i«rJ> xfu^asiBonruw .Kai-abg-final itod 
in matters of conduct holds the same posiiion as first 
principles in speculative saeno: or axioms in matbe- 
iruiics, as Ibe chief of jdiifosc^ers, Aristotle, point» 
oat in the seventh book of the Ethics And there¬ 
fore, just as the troth of onr condn ons depends 
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upon tJie corrcctOBs of our pmni»«, so in nutters 
of action ths stamp of moral rectitude is giicn bp 
the honest)- of aim and purpose, in cases is here the 
act Itself ss-ouU othcmrise be hdd to be morallp 
jBdi/ieeenr 

Nosv 1VC hale long cherished in our heart of hearts 
the fixed resolve, nhen Pnnidence should grant a 
fiTourabU opportunity, to iband lo perpetual charity 
a Hill m the revereml uniienky ofOaford, the chief 
nursing mother of all liberal arts, and to eadew it 
with the necessary revenoet, for the mainienanee of t 
number of ichetars; and moreover to entich the HaH 
with the treasures of our booLa, that all and erery of 
them should be in common at regards their nse and 
study, not only to the Kholars of the said Hall, but 
by their means to all the students of the before-named 
univenity for ever, io the form and manner which 
the following chapter shall dedarc. Wherefore the 
sincere love of study and zeal for the itreogthening 
of the orthodox faith lo the editing of the Chorch, 
hare begotten in os lhat solicitcide so mantlJoiu lo 
the lovers of pelf, of coQeaing books wherever they 
were to be purchased, regardless of erpense, and of 
having those that could not be bought fairly tnn- 
Kribed. 
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For m the ii\Qurite o cupattonj of men arc van 
ous!}' •iisiinguished according to the disposition of the 
h«»enly bodies, nhicb fteqnencly coitfro) our nstjrd 
composition, to that some men choose to devote 
theniselvesca architecture, others to agriculture, others 
to hunting, others to navigation others to war, others 
to games, we have under the aspect of Mercury 
enteruined a bUmdess pleasure m books, which 
Under the rule of right reason, over which no start 
are domtoauc, we (uve ordered (o Che g’oiy of the 
Supreme Being, thai where our rmsds fouad inn 
quillicy and peace, thence also might spring a most 
devout service of God And therefore let our de 
tractors cease, who are as blind men judging of 
colours , let not bats venture to speak of light, and 
let not those who cany beams m their own eyes pre 
lumc to puE the mote cut of their brother’s eye 
Let them cease Co jeer mth satincsl uunts at things 

wheah .thy-sw .gssuwwv; .and .to jluiaw .hiddno 
ihinp that ate not revealed to the eyes of men , who 
perchance would hate praised and commended us, if 
we had spent out time in hunting, dice playing, oi 
cooiting the smiles ofbdsei 



CHAPTER XIX 


OF THE MANNER OF tEHWNC AtL OUR BOOK* TO 
STUDENT* 

I T hai ever bten difncult » lo restriin men Vy 
th« b\«i of reciiiuJc, thit Ui« wEutsnsH of luc- 
coion might not strite to tnnsgreg the bouadi of 
their preUeceieon, end to lofnnge ettabliihed ralei 
in insolence of iKcnce. AceordingVi with the 
sdvice offrgdent men, ire kave prescribed the man¬ 
ner in which we desire that the commonication ind 
use of our books ^ould be pennitted for the benefit 
of students. 

lafrimu, we gire and grant all and singular the 
books, of which we have made a special catalogue, in 
consideration of aflection, to the communit)' of 
icholan liniig in — Hall at Oilbrd, as a per¬ 
petual gift, fur our sonl and the souls of our parents, 
and also for the soul saf the most illustrious King 
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Etn if the kceptn find Ait the bcptjk asVtii for ii 
i>o( in dupUcite, the^ ahill not lend inch book to 
anp one whoix'oever, unlra he tiuU beloag to the 
communitpoftchabn of the uul Hiil, unlen pethapi 
for inspection svithin the wiOi of Ac iforeMid houte 
or HaB, but not lO be carried bqond IL 

But to anp of the scholan of Ae raid HaB, anp 
book may be lent by three of Ae «£ireuid keepers, 
after fint recording, honcter, hit name, vrlth Ae dry 
on Hhich he receiver Ae book. Kevertheleu, the 
borrower may not lend A« book eotiDsird lo him to 
another, etcepc uiA the permiuioe of three of Ae 
afoieuid keepers, and Aen the lume of the fint 
borrower being crated, (he name of the leeond with 
the time of delivery it to be recorded. 

EaA keeper thall take an oaA to observe all these 
regulaciona when Aey enter upon Ae charge of Ae 
books. And the recipients of any book or books ihail 
thereupon tnear that Aey will not use the book or 
books for any oAer puipotc but that of inspection or 
study, and that Aey wiO not take or permit to be 
taken it or them beyond Ae town and suburbs of 
Oxford. 

Moreover, every year Ac albreiaid keepers thall 
render an account to Ae Master of Ae House and 
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tiTO of his scholm ivhom he UuB is*ocu{e nnth him 
s*lf or if he shill noi be at kuure. he thall jfpoint 
thr'C mspei.(ars, other than the kee[sers, nho shall 
peruse the citilogtie of boo*!, and see chat they have 
them aO, either in the Tofatnea chemselre! or at {east 
« feprwenteJ bj depo*.ti AnJ the more /itrinf 
sei50n £ar tcadeTittg this acroaot mc be) rvr to be 
ftom the Fim of July until the fouvil of the 1 raos- 
lilionortheG orioua\1art)r$ Thomas neat fsBoHing 
We add this further provision, that anyone to 
mhom a liook his been lent, shall on e a }ear eshibi 
II to the Leepen, and thall if he hi hei ii let hii 
pfeJs« ^^on^>ser, if it ehancet (hat a took u io> 
bf deithi theft, l/a ji, or ctreletis'u, he is ho har lo ( 
it nr hia reprnenu i«« or caerotor ^a 1 pay the ra ue 
of the booh in J receive back h» dep^ t But if in 
any wise any profit shall accrue w the keepers it shad 
not be ap,l *d to anv purpose but the repa r anJ 
maintcnmce of the book*- 



CHAPTER XX 

AN EXHORTATJON TO SCHOtARS TO REQUITE VS 
Sr nous PRATERS 

T ime now eUmoun (br st (o lerminste 

treatise which iv< hj>e <Oln|^osed concenimg 
the love of books: in which ne hare endea\oureJ 
(0 give the ssiooichment of oor concemponries the 
teMon why we hire loved booka » greatly. But 
because it is hardly granted to moRah to accoinpii>li 
aught (hat IS not r^ed in the duat of vanity, we 
do not venture entirely to justiQ' the zealous lore 
which we have ao long had fw books, or to deny 
that It may perchance aomelimes have been the 
occasion of tome venial negligence, albeit the object 
of our love is honourable and oor intention upright. 
For if when we have done eaeiythlng, we are 
bound to call ourxHea nupfofitabSe servants 5 if 
the most holy Job wai aft-ud of all hU woikt; if 
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according to Isaiah all our nghtcouintss is as lilchy 
rags, who shall presume to boast htmsclf of the pcrfec 
tion of any virtue, or deny that from some cicrum 
stance a thing ma) detcne to be reprehended, ivhich 
In Itself perhaps was not reprehensible For good 
springs from one selfrime source, but enl arises in 
many ways, as Dion) >iaa infbmis us Whereibre to 
maiic amends for oar jmquiiies, by »h eh we acknow 
ledge ounehes ra have frequently oflended (he Crea 
tor of all things, in asking (he assistance of their 
prayers, we have thought fit to exhon our future 
students to tho V their gratitude as well to us as to 
their other benefactors in time to com* by requiting 
our farechouglit <vr their benefit by spinnial retnbu 
non Let us live when dead m their memonet, svho 
have lived in oar benevolence before they were bom, 
and live any sustained by oar beneficence Let 
them implore the meii^ of the Redeemer with un 
weaned prayer, that the pious JoJg* may excuse our 
neg igences, may pstdbn tfie wickeo'nexs of oar sms. 
Buy cover the lapses of our fceUeneu with the doik 
of piety, and remit by IIis divine goodness the 
o'fencm of sehich we are ashamed and peoifent 
That He may prcseire to os for a due teasew of 
repentance the gifu of ilis good grace, itcadloHoen 
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of fjiih, Inninrtt of hope,»>J ibe Hidest chjr!t}‘t0 2R 
men. Thit He miy ton our haughy «ill lo lament 
it] fiultt, (hit it mif deplore i(> paiC mott lain 
eblioni, may retract in meat bitter indignations, and 
detest its meet insane delectations. That Hit virtue 
may abound in ui, when our own it found iranting, 
and that He who freely tooteeraled our beginning by 
the aicrament of baptism, and advanced our progress 
to the Mat of the Apostles niibeot any desert of ours, 
may deign to fortify oar ootgoiag by the fitting lacra* 
menta. That w« may be delivered freis the last of 
the Beih, that the fear of death may utterly eniih 
sad our spirit may desire to be dit>oIved and be with 
Christ, and eaiiiing upon earth >a body only, in 
thought and looging our conversation may be In 
Heaven. That the Father of mcrciei and the God 
of all roasolation may graciously come to meet the 
prodigal returning Irom the basis; that He may 
receive the piece of silver that has been lately Aiund 
and transmit it by His holy angels into His eternal 
treasury. That He may leboke with His terrible 
countenance, at the hour of our departure, the spirits 
ofdarlne^ lest Leviathan, that old serpent, lying hid 
at the gate of death, sbonld apread unforeseen snares 
(or our feet. But when we shall be iummoned to 
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the awfii! judgment scat to give an account on the 
testimony of conscience of all things we htte done in 
the body, the God Nfan may consider the price of 
the holy blood that He kai shed, and tint the Incar 
nate Deity way note the frame of our carnal nature, 
that our weakness may pass unpunished nhere infinite 
loving kindness is to be found, and that the soul of 
the wretched tinner may breathe again nhere the 
peculiar office of the Judge is to show mercy And 
further, let our students be always diligent in iniroking 
the refuge of our hope after God, the Virgin Mother 
of God and Blessed Queen of Heaven, that we who 
for our manifold sms and wickedn'tses have deserved 
the agger of the judge, by the aid of her ever accept 
able supplications may mem fits forgiveness that 
her pious band may depress the scale of the babnee 
in which our smaB and few good deeds shall be 
weighed, lest the heaviness of oor sins preponderate 
and cast us down to the bottomless pit of perdition 
Moreover, let them ever venerate with due observance 
the most deserving Cbnfessor Oiihhcrt, the care of 
whose flock we have umvorthily undertaken, ever de 
voudy praying that be may deign to excuse by his 
praycrt hit alj-anworthr near, and may procure him 
whom he hath adrsitted as hu successor upon earth to 
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be nia(3e hii asseuor in Hearen. FinaUy, let tfiem 
pray God «itk hoJy prayers as netl of body as of sou), 
l)ut }Ie wiU restore the spirit irreatsd in the image of 
the Trinity, afier its sojourn in this tniiersWe world, 
to Its pnmordia) prototype, and grant to it for tvn 
to enjoy the light of His countenance : through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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41, i Tile t«f mice is to St > Sisiiot's Cpi'tlei, 

41, l 1/ VM MttvJ ^ M bunon Msttsaj, ^ ti per 

BOthropo*pito« (cod^ A^ffp^rr^riffe or) icrmo Sic ' 

41, 3 f4iinrg lirir tft, ty 1 Coe ill il , x >5 
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133 

ftmeoeJ hjr the ihin of Kemia, be ottxtiM M fit of mwtd tnd 

ordered it to be tet oa Are 

49, 6 ymrbm , accotdiBK la Ntethodui, > fourth to-i o 
Noah, who Has »uppofe 4 to have taeealeJ Mtrroaattif 

49, 8 b t trarttr Zinsiftr f tfi Cerrate Tilbury, One far/vr 

49. 9 Simt, tf £«}«• aha tt 
49,13 * Cor iii 4 

49, 16 A* hoi oj the ht/eti if'erJ , ber Lofostil Oi , 
the refenaeo u to IM Isu treat teof ihefuar -niycluet] llermer 
Trirmegistut, eiunt only m the Latin cranalatien of Apulema, 
tahich Wat eoutled A vet aAnot. or. aaScAu^niae raadenit, 
yeeioit 

49, ly At tUtr A'bon’, tf the TiwoM and C/-M of Plate, 
for u< aeesunt of the Efryt an Alheoi auppoied l» be {laen to 
Solea by a f not of Saw 

50, 5 A<rr,,friin'fr«na/i/oat have wW.etc ,*'Nuin>luid 
Anitotcleni do orcidi ^uodracura eyllohiamur apod tticon 

Jjluvael.'' 

51, 2 lhitnf,fp B>ek tax $ 

Ji, { iti gam of Jitii, f*. ton i< 

ft, 5 * /ba/^av/ahra^hpatr, the atcey la takeo from Aulua 

Gelliua, A^arrvi vdrrrre, at 17 

$1,11 0 glaJ and vrJOro, "O poaihaiioium cracio- 

$a, 3 tbt Gadit 110 Ujnou On( oaUyaPuiuovord mtati 
in; bouadaty, ia which aeiiac the place lume wat Bird la 
medlseaal Latm 

$1, 5 (he aa/rr ad C^/oi, * aertoa Olyuipi* , Oaid Afrt 
IX.49S 


VIII 

54, la ef»-hn«,“amiana~i“iinnan«ni'waainioaattie 
term for a book-cheat, hence altoruiArary | tad Che libranaa 
waacaUed“armanua’ {“TheCareofBo€pke-hyMra.J W Clark) 
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Ut^ne toaoE i lont pano, plum uc •Sundrat, 

Sic U fieitnoonx^ O nija SnrnU ) tic t« 

Vcn«l»m ftciimt aato amplrt iput apum. 

Non t« propt«r (« qusrtnin, wd lucra per K, 

DiMni]v« miuK po(iu<t ^uam 

S « FbiloMplua 

Ktilium pt(;tur, at Ftulepctuiua npit.” 
a] PintirmniMc , tiic Dc htiifiitarni sf Anttetle , 
called if tlui fii'ne 'n (be M ddte A(<*- 
fOf I d’//a<aa|'*d ipcndimo 

compcadiu daitvioaoi^uc d plomate 

70, t ^^//ravD>aai{theSiatuteorPrDTiiara,i 3 SOi''» 
iifeetci apaiQat thrJ pracifcr 

70,11 MJing nf Situi* UfJjCf M cah ui le. 

71, 4 chJ ricchrlbjhm c »4 f c^ytXc tCp Wjidom am t 

71, 14 M h/r rcjjin^ »rf mud Urngmuhimg Tbu 

waaainnvir a 7m'er<Wo fci((nr<d«-dn.vilr<>i'f<vv7- 


73,11 fytur^d, "ocitlwlpicea**, tke phr«e onpoally rt- 
hrni to Lfnccut,Ch€ Afsoaut, who waafamed ferthe keenneai 
efhiiTU oa, ibeo i( aria tnnaferred to tbelpoc, and fare rue 
to tbe Able i< could ne tbroUi^ 1 aran- 
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9$, 2 «rni "arma Vulcan« 

99, j wilt >a S< *”“ 

*4 

99 , T If Eeahia lai 4 

99,14 CaaMi^oruA ^ oMnnufiw uVvmci'km latrtnm, 
Ch 30 

106 , 19 If fob III! 13 

100, « U Jcf *.«»i a* 

let, 3 £«><r «l< tf Hcik «i 4 

101, 17 th ImpKin m oonan “ folychronitud nrm 
•nti^uorum,*' corr^ptcu in •oaiie MSS ** y^ol cr cut/incm 
^ yolicrotuiiacni, *a ^Iciiturfincm,'* * coll c todmtm 

101,23 ‘f Joaophoc, AMn f-j, 9 
loi, 3 •’••'p OiekrtWcMS^ »e«m lopoinl to ihe teai ng 
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